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troops and the British was made as difficult and
destructive as we have seen. The treaty was broken
through on all hands. The Ameers had violated its
commercial conditions; axd flow Lord Auckland
brought his armamert up the Indns. Alb pretence
of cordial alliante was at an end, and a sfibsidiary
force was to be stationed in Scinde, at the expense of
the Ameers.* The town of Bukkur was given up,
and Upper Scinde was admittéd bysthe princes to be
a British dependency. The Calcutta Government
promised to defend Scinde from forvign aggression,
and eto keep down internal feuds; and the princes
engaged to support the necessary British force, and
harbour their miitdry stores; to restrain the Beloo-
chee chiefs; to have no political dealimgs unknown
to the British Resident, the same engagement being
taken on the other side; to abolish the tolls on the
Indus; to pay 200,000.; and to furnish a contingent
for the Affghan war, if required. In order to humble
the Ameers sufficiently, this treaty was made in as
many copies as thereswere Ameers, the copies slightly
varying from each other, so that no acknowledgment
was made of any head ruler.n Scinde. This trans-
action happened in 1839. The misfortunc of the
case 'was that the policy of Lord Auckland left no
option to his successor. ‘It was foo late now to
restore Scinde to the Ameers; and no Governor-
General who had been made aware of the vices of
their rule, and the ‘iseries of their people, could
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desire it: but the only alternative was botween with-
drawing from Scinde altogether and making it British
territory. To Sir Charles Napier the work was
assigned. As a militaryschievement, his conquest of
Scinde‘was cminentl.y brilllant; but his professional
exploit was »presently geclipsed by his o¥vn merits as
an administrator. Ilis advent and his rule were
blessed at length by all Seindians, except-thé profli-
gate and treacherons Ameers,who alone have been
sufferers by the annexation of Sginde to the ter-
ritories of the Company.

Sir Charles® Napier was ordered to Scinde by
Lord Ellenborough imimediately on the new Gover-
nor-General’s assumption of power. +He wasdiyected
to assume, entire gontrol, civil and military, there and
in Beloochistgn, He did so in September, 1842.
His first office seems to have been that of Censor-
General, so clear were his own aims, and so far did
he find all parties out of the way of them. After a
grand reception by the Ameers, he let them know in
writing that he wasj,aware of theig double dealing,
and of the traitorous hopes which were’at the bottom
of their delays and pretenceg. He rebuked the mode
of living of the British Political Residents, whose
pomp could not be sustained but at heavy cost to the
people of the conntry : ‘and he discovered that, here
as elsewhere, grievous tyranny was imputable to
native officials,who cared less for the welfare of the
inhabitants than for their own credit with their supe-

Y
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riors. Thelchange wrought in a short time was mar-
vellous.  The Amecers were compelled to a choice of
policy without waiting to see what became of the
returning bodieb of our soldicry from Cabul. They
must choose, ag Napier told them, between, an honest
policy and our alliance, and a ireacherops one with
war. Their nominal choice was one way, and their
real one another ; and their defeat was entire.  They
broke faith incall directions, trusting to their sandy
deserts, their rock fortlessos, thelr wild Beloochees,
their sun.and their river to save them from retribu-~
tion. They perhaps trusted also in the humanity of
the British General w ho hcd given them every
opportunity tc .preserve peace. When they had
mustercd 60, 000 of their troops in the neighbourhood
of the 3,000 who composed Na,plel S force, and when
proofs were obtained of their intention to fourder the
British officials during a conference, and every
European woman and child who could be found in
Scinde ; and when they had actually slaughtered
many British on:the Lower Indus, the die was cast.
This happencld carly in February, 1843; and on the
15th the Residency was attacked, its inmates taking
refuge on board a steamer in the river, Foreseeing
what would happen, the General had, in the preced-
ing month, destroyed the desert fortress and stores of
Emaum Ghur, on which the Ameers relied for a
retreat—an achievement which Welljngton declared
in Parliament to be one of the most remarkable mili-
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tary feats on record. It was now necessary to fight
a pitched battle near the capital; and’ that conflict
was the battle of Mceanee, fought on the 17th of
February,1843. The British were 2,400; the enemy
35,000—*twarriors by profesmon Yet they lost 6,000
killed, all their ammanition and storesy their ar tillery
and standards, and everything that their camp con-
tained. The Amecers ylelded up their swords, but
cre long were agam hoping, ¢ to Cabul the Eng-
lish.”  Within five weeks of the® battle «of Mecanee-
that of Hyde abad*was fought, with cqual honour to
the British; and then Scinde was our own. The
strong hand was necéssary’ for sope time longer in
regard to the wandering forces of sé desultory an
enemy ; *but before Napicer left Scinde, in 1846, the
country yasen a more peaceful and prosperous con-
dition than ever bgfore within the memory of man.
The Amcers had plucked up or burned down vil-
lages by the score, to make hunting-grounds for
their children; they had wrested from the people
the earnings of indstry, and all préperty that showed
its head above water ; np,man was safe from their
cruelty, and po woman from their profligacy. Under
Napier’s rule the tillage of the country so improved
that the world was invited to buy grain where famines
had been common otcurrences; and robber bands set-
tled down thankfully and peacefully as cultivators,
leaving broadistricts so secure that villages sprang

up everywhere, almost within sight of each other.
Y 2
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Public works went on vigorously, and the world began
to see what flight be made of Kurachee as a port.
With all, this, and after having sustained a season of
pestilence, and ﬁ‘xcd the payntents of the people at a
sum which they could casily afford, Sir Charles Napier
had a surplus for the Company’s sreasury. *The police
systems which are so highly praised in the Punjaub,
Madras, and Bombay, are adopted from that which he
established in Scinde. « Tne*country which he found
scantily peopled and lying desolate, he animated with
a population of returned artisans and cultivators, who
poured back from exile or from robker life, to swarm
about his new canals, and rear lis embankments, and
raise harvests in the lands thus retrieved. For five
years the old man sustained the¢ climate and his exces-
sive toils with the same high courage which _had won
the battles of Meeanee and Hyderabad ; but in 1847
he resigned and came home. Lord Ellenborough,
who had supported and approved his measures with
steadiness and vigopr, was recalled by the Directors,
against the desire of Ministers, in«April, 1844. This
unprecedented “cxercise of the Directors’ undisputed
privilege deeply impressed the English nation with a
sense of thedislike of conquest which prevailed in
Leadenhall-street ; and the sympathy felt by the Eng-
lish public in the Company’s relactance to enlarge
our Indian dominions caused the merits of Napier’s
conquest and administration to be underratéd at the
time, and till very recently. Itwas not likely thata
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®
war which was “the tail of the Affghan storm”

should not be more or less involved in the disgrace
of that fearful mistake.

The other war conb%qyent on the.same crror, that
of the Punjaub, game t8 a head 1n 1845. Lord
Ellenborough had *been succeeded e by Sir Henry
(afterwards Lord) Hardinge, who, as a soldier, was
suppoaed to be more aware of the “evils of an

ggressive policy® than “ciwilians have sometimes
provcd themselves, while his ®moderagion, and his
dignified conceptidns of national duty and character,
would ensure a.suﬂ’lclent]y strong pohicy. It was an
appointment which ‘united gl spffra,(res And yet
Lord Hardinge, like his predecesfors, founde himself
obliged* to goe through a war immediately on his
arrival. , e

There had alwqys been an expectation that when-
ever Runjeet Singh died, there would be trouble
with his soldiery; and it soon appeared that some
incursion was in contemplation, for which the Sikh
troops were prepated by an able*Eutopean training
under French officers. ,While the strife about the
succession yas going on ¥ the Punjaub, the miitary
element of society therc became supreme; and the
government gt Calcutta considered it necessary to
move troops to the.frontier to preserve peace, and
reassure the inhabitants of whole districts which
dreaded” the® incursions of a haughty and lawless
soldiery. The Sikhs were alarmed at the approach’
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of English troops, and adopted the same course
towards us that we had tried with their western
neighbours—they crossed the frontier to forestal our
doing it. Whetker this 1ﬂqve‘ was a device of the
Sikh chiefs, as some say °it was, to get rid of the
army, and perltaps to cause its®destruction by the
British, gnd thus to clear the field for their own
factions ; or'whe‘ther war with the British was con-
sidered so inevitable thatthe Invaston of our territory
was intendeds as a mbasure of prudence, we need not
here decide. The fact was that the Sikh soldiery
gathered round the tomb of Runjeet Sing'h, preparing
themselves for a great.battle soon t9 happen; and
that wat was vittually declared at Lahore in Novem-
ber, 4845, and fairly begun bsy the troops érossing
the Sutlej on the 11th of December, and, taking
up a position near Ferozepore. , The old error
prevailed in the British councils, the mistake
denounced by Charles Metcalfe as fatal—that of
undervaluing the eenemy. The Sikhs had been
considered unwWorthy to be opposed to the Affghans
in Runjeet’s time; and now we expected to drive
them into the Sutlej at once; but we had never yet,
in India, so nearly met with our match. The battle
of Moodkee was fought under Sir Hugh Gough, on
the 18th of December, and  the‘rabble” from the
Punjaub astonished both Europeans and Sepoys
by standing firm, maneuvring well, and’ rendering it
no easy matter to close the day with honour to the
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English arms. This ill-timed contempt was truly
calamitous, as it had caused miscalculations about -
ammunition, carriage, hospital stores, and everything
necessary for a ca.mp?xign'. All these things were
left behind at Dglhi or Agra; and, the desperate
necessitp of winnifig a battle wa$ only enough
barely to save the day. The advantage was with
*the British in the battle of Moodkee, but not so
decisively as all ®hartics R expeeted. After a
junction with reipforcements, the British fought the
invaders again on‘the 21st and 22nd, at Ferozeshur.
On the first mght our troops were hardly masters of
the ground they stood on, and had no reserve, while
their gallant enemy had large reinfofcement8 within
reach. *The ndkt daysmight casily have been thade
fatal toeth® English army, at times when their
ammunition fell ghort; but the Sikhs werce badly
commanded at a critical moment, then deserted by a
traitorous leader, and finally driven back. For a
month after this nothing was dene by the British,
and the Sikhs crosSed the Sutlej a% thlir ease. The
valour of Gough and ef Hardinge, who, while
Governor-Gieneral, had put himself under the grders
of the Commander-in-Chief, had saved the honour of
the English ; but their prestige was weakened among
their own Sepoys, ‘and even the European regiments ;
much more among the Sikhs ; and most of all in the
eyes of the Vigilant surrounding states. It was &
matter of life and death now to bring up guns,
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ammunition apd treasure. A considerable portion
fell into the enemy’s hands on the 21st of January,
on its way to the relief of Loodeeana but the battle
of Aliwal on the'28th was’ a.gam a true British fight.
The Sikhs werg driven into the Swtlej 5 and as soon
as they had colfected in their stronghold of Sobrzon
on the other side, they were driven thence by a

closing strqu]e on the 10th of February. The"
Sikhs were bedten, withe a s]auﬂ'ﬁ'ter of 5,000 (some
day 8,000) men, against 320 k1llod and 2,000 wounded
on our side. The Maharajah submitted, the road
to Lahore lay open, and the G®vernor-General
could make his own terms. He flattered himself
that he“had arfan:ged a protectorate of the Punjaub
which would render annexatlon unhecessafy; and
all who could believe in it rejoiced thaf’means had
been found to escape the necessity of adding new
conquests to a territory already much too large.
As the Punjaub could not pay its amount of tribute
to the Company, Cashmere and some other territ.ory
was accepted Instead, and given, as a kingdom, to
Gholab Singh (whose demth we have just heard
of) on his paying a portion of the debts thus reim-
bursing the Company, and lessening the overgrown
power of the Punjaub rulers. When,¢at the close of
1846, the English troops should be withdrawing
from Lahore, the Sikh chiefs begged that they might
remain, and take care of the Punjaub till the young
Maharajah should grow up to manhood. The sub-
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scquent events arc fresh in all rpemories —the
murder of Messrs. Agnew and Anderson, the siege
of Mooltan, the difficulties and threatenings which
made it necessary toeseng out a commander of the
highest prder from IEnglyd, and tHte despatch of Sir
Charles Napier %o, fill that functigh — Wellington
saying, in reply to his plea of age and ill-health,
“If you do not go, I must.” Sir Charles Napier
found the war at gn end when he arrwed and none
of us forget, and history will ngt for get, the kind of
service he did* render in reforminge the Indian
mlhtd,ry serwice, and offering warnings of the very
catastrophe under swhich we arc now mourning.
He was rebuked and compe'ﬂed to yesign, ip conse-
quence, of his trecatment of Sepoy mutiny occyrring
under his own eyes,. and within the sphere of his
command. Service of this kind we owe to his
mission of 1849 ; *but the annexation of the Punjaub
was completed before his arrival, as the consequence
of treacherous rebellion first, and, next, of the series
of victories by which it was pynished. The pro-
clamation by which the Punjaub becAme annexed to
the Company’s territories was dated March 29, 1849.
The Governor-General who issued this proclama-
tion was Lord Dalhousice, who succeeded Lord Har-
dinge in 1847. In this case, he merely completed
Lord Hardinge’s work ; but before he returned, in
1855, he achieved an annexation which is insepar-

ably conntcted with his name. We need do little
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morc than insert the annexation of Oude in its con-
nection with the history of the English in India,
while the mother of the deposed King 1s in London,
and her son in imprisonmentr at Calcutta, on sus-
picion of a participation inthe existing revolt. ‘Our
readers must Know, as well as wé could tell them,
why he was deposed ; and recent newspapers must
have told’ them what it is that his representatives in .
London allege aid desire.* It is enough, therefore,
to notice a few facts of a prior date

We have seon how ecarly some relations of a
subsidiary kind existed between QOule and the
rulers of British Indm Above'half a century ago,
some portions of -terrltory, the Doab and others,
were ceded to the Company, in lipu of omitted
payments ; and the whole transaction was repeat—
edly discussed in Parliament, at the 1nst1tra,t10n of
Lord Wellesley’s enemies, and other critics of Indian
proceedings. It was understood to be established
by those discussions that the military defence of
Oude could at.no time since the, English ruled in
Bengal have been maintained otherwise than by
British aid ; that the prmces of Oude were kept on
the throne by British assistance alone; that the mis-
government of those princes rendered the payment
of their dues to us impossible; and that no resource
remained against external invasion and internal ruin
but the support afforded by the Erglish, their
intervention’ in ruling, aud their obtalning the
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means by taking territory in payfent of debts.
From time to time since, there have fzeen disclosures,
the truth of which seems to be undisputed, of a kind
and degree of corruption emstmg in the adminis-
tration of Oude which -could never have been ex-
ceeded in any sge, and under any rule. There
is* no question of tho fatuity and monstrous vice
of the sovereigns, nor of the degradatiqn and misery
of the people, nor of the gradualb extinction of all
the means of social virtde and happiness with.i'n
the territory. ¢ Our readers "have pwobably seen
various recgnt works of travel which show some-
thing of what the @ourt of Oude long ago became,
and of the contrast its territory has pl;esented with
the plospemty of far less fertile lands undcr the
Compcﬁly s control. Before that territory was released
from th® tyranny of its native ruler, the people were®
escaping from it with every opportunity of abscond-
ing. Within a single generation, districts which
had bloomed like a garden had become unable to
support a twentieth part of thé human life which
had subsisted there ; : and when the- starving people
strove to escape into th® Company’s territories, it
was at the*risk of bein} pursued and hunted like
slaves. Of the 200,000 Sepoys recently gerving in
the Company's forces, 40,000 were from Oude alone,
refugees from the oppression at home. When the
Sovereign had become inextricably involved in debt,

and wholly incapable of discharging his obligations
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to the Company, and when, at the same, time the whole
kingdom was gunk in discontent and wretchedness,
Lord Dalhousie caused the King’s deposition, gave
him wealth sufficient to gratlfy. his desires and accord
with his habits, ‘and pla,cedf the country under Brit-
ish admmlstratmn It was done mthout bloodshed
without apparent resistance, and ev1dent]y to the
prodigious rghef of the people. If therc was any-
thing wrong ‘abeut it, the public will soon know
it; but the act’has bech and will be abundant! y
discussed in, tonnection with the oustmn- revolt, of
which some consider the amnexation of Oude the
proximate cause. As so manyef the Sepoys come
from Oude, there ‘may be some such connection
between the facts, but, as far as we know, no cvi-
dence has been brought forwdrd to show that the
*people of Oude desire their Sovereign back again,
or express any wish to fall again under the pressure
of his extortions, or be prescnted again with the
spectacle of his corrupt court. The truth will be
ascertained, speedil and certalnly ; and meanwhile
we have only to fit that terr1tory into the map of
our Indian possessions as 1t is now drawn on our
interior conceptions. It i a splendid ¢ountry for
its natural advantages and its traditional grandeur.
Its capital, on which our .eyes now wait so anxiously
for the coming forth of a thousand of our country-
men.and countrywomen, vies with the capitals of
Europe in numbers and splendour. As*it is the




1856.] LAST ANNEXATION. 333

last, so it is about the richest of ouy acquisitions;
and its recent condition is as fair a Wwarning as we
could have of what must become of India, in the
most peaceful times, if our civilizing and dispassionate
rule were withdrawn. y . I

We Lave now graverséd the areas of space and
time which lay befdre us when we Began to survey
the compass of our Indian history. We have scen
the first trader at his landmg, and have now wit-
nessed the entrante into fel‘low-cltlzenshxp with us
of the multitudg whom the rfilers of Oude hawe
driven from theft own allegiance to ours. It is a
strange and unparalleled history, and will utter its
own moral. We shall only unfurl the scroll once
more, just to see what the variou’ inhab#ants of
this mlighty cdbuntrys were doing—how they® were
living—eat the moment when the present revolt broke

up the whole ordgr of society.
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CHAPTER XXI.
P ]
MODERN LIFE IN INDIA,

1857.

“The torrent’s smoothness e_ré it'dash below.’~~CAMPBELL.
« “In the evening one mhy praise the day.”—;—-German Proverd.

“ Regardless of the sweeping whirlwind’s sway,
That, hushed in grim repose, expects his evening prey.”—Gray,
v
IT would require a wolwne to exhibit the modes of

living of the inHabitants of Hindostan in their won-
derful variety; but a few pagesmay siffice to' supply
outlines which may be better than a blank. .

There are many sequestered plages in India—cven
in the Decccan at this day—where the inhabitants
have never seen a Europcan. They have heard of
the British, of course; and in cvery hamlet there is
somebody whos¢ father or grandfither was cengaged
in some war prosecuted bydhe English, or had stood
by thq wayside to see the white-faced strangers go
by. On the strength of what they have heard, they
have made pubfc games and dances in imitation of
British manners, about as faithful as the representa-
tion of an English lady’s dancing which Charles
Metcalfe saw in.the Ghauts. We have ‘near our
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own shores (in Ireland) an Island wher® the people
clothe and worship a stone, and pray to it for
wrecks; and their notion of *the Saxon” is some-
what unlike the Saxqn’s own: and in the sawme
way, in the hollows of th8 Ghauts, #1d in the wilds
of Malwa, and the) gwamps of Easterm Bengal, and
the hill-passes leading into Nepaul, thero are whole
scttlements in which a white face has Jiever been
seen, and where thg Saxonss mmd amd manners are
wholly misapprehended. Here the people are living
as they can, with® always plenty to conflain of, like
the rest of tlee world but with this marked feature,
that there is always *most ,to complain of where the
Europeans have not been. *In %gne place there is
tyranny and corruptmn among the village ofﬁcmls,
and the poor cultivator protests against extortion,
while tlle heredltary office-holders appeal in their
turn against the hard hand of the native collector,
or the encroachments of some neighbour. On the
whole, tillage improves, probably, and old men tell
of land being wop from the jun'gle s, and there are
strange rumours afloat that ere long there will be no
more famines, because there will be water within
everybody’s reach, and ‘also ways of bringing the
surplus grain of one place to the empty granaries
of another. 'The, dread is,ethat when the poverty is
lessened the security will be lesscned too. Will not
the hill-robkers come down, and roast the people’s
feet, or ofherwise torture them, ill they have got all
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the wealth oft the ‘place, or satisfied themselves that
there is none? Thus is the native rural life passed
between hope and fear, alternate hunger and ful-
ness, with strifes and amusements to pass the time.
Elsewhere there are vude barren plains where the
sight of Engh%hmen 1s common epough ; but always
as travellers. Within the vast horizon there ‘are
innumerable groups of ruins, showing that this sandy
desert was once covered with cities. The existing
race live in hufs bmlt i among these ruins, and 1n
their daily bﬁsmess pass through marble colonnades,
seeing pillar after pillar crumble and fall; or they
thread a labyrinth of t.mks full of dust, and unroofed
mosques.  Here and there some gilding glitters
under the sun, and snowy cupolas or parapets seem
to cut clear into the deep blu® sky, while only the
birds go in and out, and wild creatures*harbour
among the rubbish. Here theeEuropeans come,
cither to explore, or on their way to some native
court, or their own Residency. Their presence
1s very 1mpos1ng, from the length and obsequious-
ness of their ¢rain of followers. Sometimes the
stranger attends to the si®k; and at all events the
sick try the experiment Whether he Will or not.
Sometimes he will hear their complaints, and may
be going his rounds to pbserve the state of affairs,
and redress abuses. But occasionally he comes only
té explore the ancient buildings ; and then it iy a lucky
day for the oldest inhabitant, or the one* with the
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best memory, who can tell what racd built here first,
and what became of the Hindoos when the Moguls
came upon them, and which mosques were built by
this, and which by, thgt Mohammedan ruler. In
some of these ruined ejties ther® has been such a
jumble, of faithy up to our own time, that Mussul-
Inan inhabitants have offered up flowers and other
sacrificial articles forbidden in the Kurén while the
poor Hindoos worshlppod in the mosques, supposing
it to be all right to do homa,g’e in ‘any sacred place
Elsewhere tht desecration is fromi, ignorance “on
the others mde It is naturally impossible for the
superior race, in such cgses, to begin ruling with any
adequate knowledge of thé mifds#nd c1rcumstances
they are dealing with. Above all, this mischief
must emst when the subordinate race has been sur-
prised in that stage of civilization in which the
religious, politicul, and social institutions are mutually
incorporated. There is a period in the progress of
every race and people when the priests are, ez officio,
rulers, warriors, legislators, physicians, and scholars;
and it is then impossible to touch any part of the
polity under which they live without affecting all the
rest. In’ such cases, the most- benevolent sarrange-
ments, and the best-intended reforms, may make
eternal enemies of the subject people, or break their
hearts, Passing over the dreadful instances of injury
caused by, mere levity, as that of some giddy soldiers
compelling a Brahmin to swallow one drop of beef
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broth, when all*the powers of ecclesiastical and civil
Government wesc inadequate to retricve the sufferer
from perdition, there is worse behind, in the shifting
of inheritances, and other arganggments of the British,
which seem good ‘and just,#d benevolent to, them,
but are absolutcly fatal to those y#hom they affect.
The wisest know little yet of the political and social
operation of the worship of anccstors among the
Hindoos at this day. Inga . gener al way, the English
see that the bachelors qmonrr themselves are regarded
with a disgust and contempt barely covered by
respeet for their power; and that married*men with-
out sons are objects of compassidh. They see this,
and they inquire @bosit those observances which they
must never witness—the obla.tlons to ancestors.—and
then, not dreaming of any connection among such
things, they decree changes in hereditary ngh‘cs and
customs, alter successions, deprive Meirs and set up
new ones, try to abolish infanticide, and so on. They
explain the principles of justice on which they
proceed, and trugt tliey are gaining confidence and
reputation, while *they are cursed by victims whom
they have unconsciously doomed to excommunication
here and perdition hereafter. No small amount of
Mahratta hate has been brought upon us in this
way; and there have always beep by-p’laces where
Brahmins have been fomenting discontent, and recit-
ing curses against the Christians, while their-other
conquerors, the Mohammedans, have been wttering
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daily prayers, for a hundred ybars, that the Delhi
race of severeigns might be restored, and the
Europeans driven from the country. But a few
months ago, while our rule in India was apparently
unassailed, and even® gduestioneg it was a subject
of mghtly talk—from uhder the eaves of English
bangalows to the‘dtaepest recesses of Mindoo temples—
that our impiety must overthrow us; that the first of
religious truths was the Family being ¢he basis of the
State, ancestors being ane vternal zace of gods, and
sonship an eternal institution} whereas the Britssh
do not take care of their ancestors, nor religiously
provide heirsp wljle they impiously meddle with
succession, even making changes jn royal families,
and among groups of princes like ‘that of the Mah-
ratta thicfs. * Thusehas the Brahminical mind been
scethimg ®and boiling under that external homage
which was, to the last moment, paid to British
supcriority and power.

Elscwhere there has been an opposite state of
_mind growing up, under the imresistible influence of
material improvement. Low dowfl in the Madras
Presidency, there was misery, a quarter of a century
ago, which could scarcely be surpassed. The rivers
had long been neglected, and they were emptying or
choking one another; swamping good land in onc
place, and drying it up into mere desert in another.
The inhabitants dwindled away in numbers and

resources, and when a famine occurred they lay
’ Z 2
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down and died. Then came in British knowledge
and capital-—deepening a stream here,’ embanking
another there; regulating and distributing the
waters with scientific foresight, 50 that they improved
their own channeis from yeagto year. Then crops
sprang up over, scores of square , miles, and the
revenue was greater than it had ever been, and
the cost was repald and land sold for rising prices,
and inhabitants cgvered thg country, till the whole
region was a8 populous‘4s Belglum or Lombardy.
Such were the resulfs of the British works on the
Cauvery and other rivers of the *Decgan, where
the ancient apparatus of ‘irrigatign lad fallen into
ruin. Analogoys imprevements in the west and
north have as yet been too new to attach the inhabi-
tants to us so readily as by aft immédiate benefit
like that of irrigation. Under the westeru Ghauts
the villagers come out at the soupd of the steam
whistle, and the babies gasp and cry as the train
rushes by ; and nobody denies that the railway is a
wonderful thing: but the question is whether it is
right; and very Yew‘are aware of the bearings of the
invention. In Hindostan Rroper, we know, there
has beeny a controversy for years as to how far the
accommodation of the rail will lessen the merit
of pilgrimages: and this is symbohcal of the whole
contest between the two degrees of civilization which
have come into open conflict. The great funda-
mental condition of goodness of every sort—'-patlent
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slowness—seems to the Hindoo to beeoverthrown by
our inventions. Immutability, patignce, indolence,
stagnation, have been the venerable things which
the Hindoo mind hated the Mussulmans for invading
with thelr superlor. e.nergy, ati now what 1is
Mussulman energy in comparison W,lth ours, judged
by our methods of steaming by sea and land, and
flashing our thoughts over 1,000 miles in a second!
For many months past the priest glast had filled all
others with fear of the new régzme df the arts, before
any English car caught a word of _anything Hut
admiration, and’ amazement. Still, wherever land
became more®valgable, and crops more abundant,
and new markets were opened; and the oppressions
of native rulers were checked; and any *way was
opened to néw kndwledge, and higher sociil con-
sideramorf, our rule was valued, and our continued
presence desired, whatever might be said by Brahmin
or Mussulman. We have seen somethfng of this
lately in the succours which have been given in
the villages to our helpless fugitives ; and we shall
see it more when the people are qisabused of their
notion that our rule isever. Perhaps they do not
know so well as we do how wretched their gondition
would presently be if the English were really to
withdraw ; but they have a sufficient share of human
reason to percelve how much better their fortunes
are than those of their fathers; how far they have
recovered “already from the consequences of internal
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¢
warfare, and what' they may expect from such a

permanent contlition of peace as can be secured only
by English rule.

While the grain fields, and the poppy, indigo, flax
and cotton cultsyation Wer,e ‘going on of late so
cheerily, what was doing in the towps? In Bombay,
more than half* the commerce i in the hands «of
Parsec merchants, while natives.fill the chief pro-
fessions with respectable ability and learning. These
classes of natives thrdughout the country have
nething to learn of ‘us in regard to the pursuits
and cnjoyments of life. They have among thém
men of piety, of philosophy, of stience, and of
patriotism and benewolerce. ‘Throughout the inte-
rior suck men distinguish all the great towns as
much s the Presidential ports. ¢The gfand difficulty
is, a8 it has always been :—what relations' are these
superior natives and the British to bear to each
other In fime to come? Are thcy to be always
apart, as men of such different races, minds, faiths,
and customs, must apparently be? and if so, which
is to rule? The ledding men of all the native races
declare that, notwithstanding our beneficent reforms
and our, good institutions, we know thenr less, and
care for them less, than our predecessors did; and
the more they appreciate and sha.re our enlighten-
ment, the less can they perceivd any prospect of
partaking our social advantages. They are, fully
aware, no doubt, of the benefit of our new native
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schools, and of every effort made by Anglo-Indian
statesmen to promote study, prepasation for office,
freedom of the press, and literary enterprise; and
yet they assert that the Jinglish know and care less
about their affairs, valug their fr.iendship less, and
discoursge approgimation more tharpwas the case in
the days of their and our grandfthers. Whether
this impression is more or less true, it exists; and
how to deal with it-will be the most imporfant
question of all when we are jeain free to plan for
the social amelioration of India.

It is impossible to do more than glance at the
religious world of Hindostan. The monstrous and
frivolous rites and decorations of, the Hindoo temples
still look like a burlesque on the ancient heathen
idolatries of Kurope; and Mussulman worship is
pretty much the same cverywhere. There are the
mosques, with their simple observances veiling an
impassioned fanaticism ; and the Moslem schools,
where a whole generation of boys spend long years
and a world qf emergy on ‘words—a gabble of
formule which does little more tan prepare them
for a further future study of words. However, they
were taught somethind remarkable a few® months
ago—that they were living in a great and glorious
age when the, Prophet’s true princes would be
restored, and the “ damned Christian infidels ” would
be victimiged for the honour of Islam. It seems as

if the Mussulman boys of India had becen inspired
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recently with much the same feeling as animated the
little daughters.of Judah at the time when the expecta-
tion of the Messiah was most intense; and in this case
the expectation has been susfained by the most
magnificent fictions about ¢he decline and, fall of
Britain under the hostility of the Spltan of the Porte,
the head of their religion. When the British indigb-
planter, or merchant, or military or civil officer,
passed near the gchool whence issued the unique
vociferation of Mohammédan schoolboys, and saw
thiem balancing themselves on their haunches, with
their tablets before them, he little 1ma0‘1ned how he
was regarded by these young zoalots, as the victim
about to meet his doom. ¢ The same might be said of
the way in which the wise and bold Dng__,hsh were
regarded wherever the higherorders of Hindoos
were collected. If the British discovered their
approaching misfortune anywhere it-was in the army.
It 1s a good many years now since Sir Charles Napier,
and other officers who had courage to speak out,
gave warning of the ‘Lhanged temper of the sepoys;
and it will probably appear hereafter that the dis-
closures were not neglected,*but that the disaffection
was seen to be so wide-spread, and felt to be so
unmanageable, that the whole case was left to fate.
Time may reveal what wege the anticipations of the
outgoing and the incoming Governor-General, when
Lord Dalhousie gave place to Lord Canning in,1856.

As to the apparent features of the disaffection, a
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few-months, since, we have all heard so much that
we need say but little. The Bengal $epoys had long
been growing unmannerly; and a more significant
symptom could not be imhigh-bred Asiatics, They
treated+their Buropean b#ficers with disrespect; they
objected to order¢sand actually refised some kinds
of service, and made conditions about others; and in
all cases they were indulged. It is o part of our
business here to judge %2 gensure ; but only to pre-
sent the phenomena of the Indla,n case. A few
menths since the soldiery were in a loese and infirm
state of mind as a bodys now suspicious of their
officers, and now ‘devoted to them, as the idea of
personal danger arose. One hour ¢hey adipitted the
cartrigges to, be hgrmless; and the next they were
suspicioug of every movement of every Christian.
Meantime, running messengers were carrying the
mysterious little*cakes from village to village, from
barrack to barrack ; and where they had passed no
confidence grew up again. Somctimes an order came
from the ex-King of Oude, or,ewhat was the same
thing—in his name. Sometimes it Was the Emperor
#t Delhi whose commands they received. And thus,
vigilant by day, and conspn'mg at night, went on the
Mohammedan saldiery.

As for the Himdgos, they were perhaps more deeply
alienated still.  They had a double conquest to
avengt; anrd there can be little doubt that such men
as the Rajpoots were convinced that, once having
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expelled the Biitish by Mussulman aid, they could
soon get rid of Mogul rule too—considering that the
Mohammedans are computed to form only one-eighth
of the population of India at this day. We can have
no inclination to dwell on whit these men were doing
and thinking within the present yoir, after the way
in which they have acted out their thoughts and their
will. Our readers can imagine them for themselves, on
the parade ground, with thetr "passiens well-buttoned
down under their uncform, or in their secret con-
claves, when t]fey whispered their disgust at Christian
immoralities (as they are pleased to call cehbacy and
the position of our ladles) und their horror at the
number of sotfis that these Clristians had, with the
best intentions, sent to perdition heresfter through
the purgatory of exconmunication here. o |,

That country, like every other, is peopled mainly
by an ignorant industrial class, whose movements
arc the most important while the lcast attended to.
They may be best pbserved, perhaps, outside the
gates of great towas, on market «days, when the
country people are pouring into the city. Above,
the mmarets and shining cupolas are seen rising fronfi
a mass of foliage—of sycamores, acacias, palms,
tamarinds, and banyan trees; below ryns a broad
river, between grassy banks, or sartdy shoals; and
midway are crowds of people crossing the bridge, or
hurrying along the bank, with their piles of fruit
and loads of grain, while the bazaars within are so
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thronged that horsemen cannot get through without
risk of manslaughter. In the prlvate dwellings,
servants abound to an extent unknown in Europe,
every office having ﬂtq own fungtionary. There
1s, therefore, a vast amount of lou,pgnw In the
bazaars there is a Ypidly increasing Variety of com-
modities, mtroduced by the freer trade of modern
times; and this extensiog of industyy has been sup-
posed to have atfhched thedower classes to our rule
by improving their condition a’d prospects. In tle
rufal distrigts m%ny more than formerly are busy in
the ficlds; ande a great ntunber were plying their
tools on the railways but a fews months ago. This
picture of hopeful industry we lﬁay‘ trust to see
restoretl.  At%the otler end of the social scale?there
was latelys as in all former time, a spectacle which
no civilized man_can look at with pleasure; that of
the courts of the native princes. Within the white
walls of those old palaces, there are scenes transact-
ing which arc too *disgusting fer description, or for
conception by ufitravelled Eurdpegns. A prince,
half-idiotic through corrust descent, corrupt rearing,
co'i*rupt ideas, habits, ayd examples, reigns within,
indulging all the humours of tyranny and licentious-
ness; his demestic apartments are crowded with
wives and concubines, abject to him and ferocious
towards each other; his state officers are merely
nominal, ecrving only as means of extorting money
from his helpless subjects, without giving them any
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of the benefits of government; and lis household
offices are filled by adventurers, intent only on their
own convenience at everybody’s expense. 'The alter-
native is probably.between 4 rap' d fortune of 100, OOOZ
and loss of the head at any moment. The 6ne ‘cer-
tainty is of a &atastrophe, soonevdor later, in which
the whole concern collapses. Debt, embarrassment,
dependence, are the mildest forms of the issue; and
treason within the palace, and rebellion outside, are
always impending ; ¥hile everybody knows that the
English will be called ih, as sure as fate, when the
state of affairs is too bad to be longer endured. This
scene, so often repeated, Wwas 1..131: enacted in Oude,
where the révenue had long been collected only
withine cannon range; where ovly one-third of the
amount ever reached the sovereign; where millions
of acres of fertile country were lapsing into jungle;
and where tens of thousands of strong men cntered
the British army, while their families escaped to
regions where no imbecile tyrant avould have power
over them. A Yew* months ago there were insane
exultations gomg forward in such palaces—an em-
peror here, and a king there being assured that their
old power was coming back, to them, and that soon
no troublesome Englishman would interpose between
them and their subjects, or preverft their gathering
all the wealth of the country into their own laps.
Now, we may fairly hope, there is terror 4nd anguish
in those palace-chambers, when the truth cannot be
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concealed that the raj of the British is not over, and
that traitorous princes are not permitted even to
make terms of surrender.

What were the Ltropeans doing a few months
ago ? TFirst, there were the settlers; planters of
indigo, stigar, and<otton ; merchant$ collecting and
selling the native products; managers of public
works, from the superintendents ofi’ the Ganges
Canal, near the base of *the verdureus wall” of the
Himalayz, to the engineers of the Capgvery works st
the other extremity of the® Peninsula.” Some lived
in isolated ’abgdes, cottages deeply thatched, with
wide eaves and broad verandghs, amidst gardens
shady with tropical verdure, gay*with blossems, and
fragrant with guch English flowers as can be ooaxed
to grow, there. Far north there are tea plantations,
divided by hcdges of Persian roses. Amidst the
young rivers which are to be bridged, or joined by
canals, the Englishman lived in woods tangled with
vines, noisy with monkeys, gay with parrots and
giant butterflies, amd harbouring the tiger and other
rude neighbours. These English, whether civil or
mdlitary, were regarded as a sort of natural princes.
On their journey their Bearers cried out, * Make
way, for we have a great lord within;” or, if they
travelled by the humblest cart, the Sepoys they met
faced about and gave the military salute, while the
peasantd glmost prostrated themselves in the roads.
In the town the way was cleared for them, in the
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thick of the market; and in the country all yielded
to their convenience. No doubt, every European of
them all would have gladly exchanged all this obei-
sance for a better quality of itdustry and improved
truthfulness and fidelity; but we are telling what
things were, and not what they wtre wished to be.
The mode of life of the civil servants of the Company
was externally much the same, with the added fea-
tures of social eompanisaship and institutions, and
especially a church,“where there were Kuropeans
cnough to constitute anything likee a public. DBut
there was a probation of solitary wp-country life
usually to be gone through™ first. The young Eng-
lishman dived zlone, collecting revenue, administer-
ing justice in small matters, and bearing the ennu:
and the climate as well as he could. If heewas wise,
he used his opportunities for studying the people,
their language, mind, character, and interests, and
for improving his knowledge in all collateral ways,
as a preparation forehigher office. If he was high-
couraged, he madé himself a benefactor to multi-
tudes, and a terror to wrong-doers. If ho was weak,
he pined. If he was vulgar, he smoked snd drank,
and gave the climate every advantage over him. If
he was sentimental, he wrote his autoblography or
reams of poetry. If he was frivolous, he frittered
away his time and opportunities, his health and his
small means. -

As for the military European settlements, they are

L
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50 prominent a feature in all sketcheslof the country,
by pen or pcnml that little could We told which is
not alrcady known. The cantonments at A gra,
consisting of civil gnd gmilitary lines, occupy the
spaee of a large city—fivg miles b)’ two—with broad,
smooth «roads, a Jv.ark, a church, atd large edifices
f8r Government and commercial purposes, At
Meerut therec were all the usual advantao‘es, with
remarkably luxugiant gardens, frdh the abundance
of good water. At Cawnporq, the broad Ganges
rolled in front of the British residences, for five miles
of scattcrel houses and gardens lining the steep
river bank. YFrom under the shade of spreadmg
trees, and amidst the gorgeous flpwerssof the region,
the remdc?lts looLed across the muddy river, alive
with trafﬁc, o the Tow white beach beyond, and the
w1de—sprcad1ng plain, all green with springing crops,
or hazy with heat. IHere, as we too well know, lived
ladics and children; and at most of these principal
settlements were missionarics, American or European,
There were Chrisgian schools and,services; there was
duty, civil or military, for the gehtlemen; and the
ladics v1a.1ted one anothet, and took evening drives
and early morning rided; and all were hospftable to
travellers. No one douBted the faithful attachment
of the people generally, however painful might be
the occasional suspicion of the soldiery. As to the
missions, eyery diversity of opinion seems to exist
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about their Ifluence and success. They were
private enterprifes, one and all. The Government
afforded Christian institutions to its Christian servants,
and to all who desired to makease of: them; but all
proselytism was absolutely forbidden to the Compauy’s
agents. The ond thing about whigh honest people
can have no doubt is, that such being one of the
conditions of the Company’s service, no Government
officer, civil or military, was'at libesty to attempt the
copversion of natives,eeither himself or through any
of his family. «On all other points more evidence is
required before any trustworthy decision can be
arrived at in England. Some belfcve the conversion
of a great numbey of natives to be genuipe, and of a
permanent character; others declare 'thgt it 1s a
matter of imitation and deference—sincere on the
part of the convert, as an act of duty, but without
any notion of conviction of the judgment or reno-
vation of the heart; while others again believe the
whole process to be one of self-interest. Some agree-
ment must be arrived at, and a new, definite, and
firmly-grounded “policy must be chosen as the very
basis of our government of India henceforth. Meag-
time, while our cantonmendts still existed, as the
homes of the British in India, the schools were open
on weck-days, and the church on Sunday; and the
residents felt, so far, as if at home.

Among the interests of those residents we.re‘scctional
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jealousies Whlch cannot be altogethero passed over in
any sketch of Indian life. The Britisheof the Three
Presidencies have always sparred at each other, like
the adherents of rival polifical partzes, rival churches,
rivat industries, rival pyblic serfices all over the
world. The mutgal repulsion has n#t been anything
like that of the northern and southern states of
America, or that of Mohammedans and.Hmdoos, and
both these and the Sikls in Hindostan: but it has
been enough to give some of its golour to life in India.
The Madras officer quizzes, the Qui-hi—the Bengal
oiﬁcer—-caﬂcatured as dependent on his servants,
whom he summon® with his © Qui-hi?” (*who is
there?”) all day long. The’ retdrt js Jy calling the
Madra.s mén mulls—-—the caricature being, in that case,
of a perpetual feeder on mulligatawny. Both assume
airs towards the Bombay service, which has its own
reasons for valuing itself. In an hour of peril, no
doubt all such strifes give way; but the mutual
contempt or dislike of the three services must be
taken into the account, both in tje gonception of life
in India, and in forming judgments at home on
Indian affairs from the t&stimony of witnesses who
know most about them ap matters of fact. °*

There remains the capital. By all accounts, there
are few things finer than.the approach to Calcutta
by the Hooghly from below. The spaces, both of
land and vater, are so grand—the woods below and

AA
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the edifices higher | up so magnificent, and the cha-
racter of thet residences so unique, as to bewitch the
stranger at first sight. There are drawbacks, in the
shape of mud huts or bamboo hovels, or mere
wigwams set up ‘under theeshelter of palace walls;
contrasts symbdical of life in India altogethor. But
it is a gay scene,—life in Ca,lcutta,—and very striking
to those who <onsider that it is the centre of the most
prodigious adrqi'mstrahgp ‘¢xisting in the world.
Qnder the direct dominion of the Governor-General
there are abeve 23,000,000 of people, living .on
240,000 square miles of gerritory; whilt under the
British rule in the three Presifencies there are no
less than 132,000,000 of people, occupying 837,000
square miles. These are exclusive of the native
states, which are more or less under our ir.lﬂuence
and control, and the small foreign colonies, French
and Portuguese, which must pursue a policy a
good deal like our own. The serious business of
such an empire is carried onl within the imposing
public buildings which glare in the Indian sun;
and the recreation of the English in Calcutta is
according to the old estabfished fashion — of mighty
dinners, where the tables gtoan under the weight of
food ; of brilliant balls, where the wonder is that the
whole body of guests dees not evaporate; and of
excursions by land and water, where amusement and

sport are pursued amidst the comments of crowds of
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native observers. What those .coml.hents are like,
the native papers show; and it is wondered at by
Europeans who see them that the insecurity of our
rule in India has not yeem very clearly conveyed by
thes® papers to those whoha it most concerned. There
is a better publig, however, watchihg us from the
outside— the educated natives, who have parted with
their old ignorance, their old superstitions, their old
pride of race ands donflfioq, without finding them-
selves adopted into that of the d'uhnrr nation. If ye
knew more of lifg in India gs it is to these people, we
might botter ynderstand eur past, and foresee our
future, and might have werhaps cscaped the dismal
present. They must be the s.pccial' study of the
wiscst, men aong ps when our strenuous rpilitary
action 33]1:311 have cnabled us to resume, in a regene-
rated form, our civil rule.

At this point bur survey of British life in India
closes, brief and superficial as it is, The filling-in
of our bare outline would be found full of wonder
and of interest;.and it has bees ne easy matter to
abstain from all presentment of it. *The main events
were, however, quite enough for our space; and it
was a matter of necesfity to leave them standing
alone, as resting-places for the attention and the
memory. The ergader ndw sees how the English
entered India, what they found, and what.they did
there$ apdy in some degree, what their life was like
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till it was broken up by the forces of, disaffection
« like ice in spring. He may thus be enabled the
better to understand the meaning and the bearings
of the measurcs which will ke teken for the re-affirm-
ation of our empire. of e
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THE END,
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