THE WAR OF COROMANDEL.

HE war declared between Great Britain and France in 1744,
wntended’ its operations to the settlements of the two mnations
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Europe, we shall endeavour, in the course of our narrative, to give as
much of their character and manners, as appears nccessary for tho
mtelhrrencc of the facts which we relate.
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Mogul in the peninsula of India, are comprized under onc viceroyalty,
called from its situation the Decan, or south. From the word Soubah,
signifyging a province, the viceroy of this vast temtory, i4 called Soubah-
dar, and by Europeans xmnronerlv Soubah. Of the countries under
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governed by Mahomedans, whom Europeans as improperly call
Moors ; whilst others remain under the government of their qriginal
Indian princes or Rn_]a.hs, and arg suffered to follow their ancient
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modes on condition of paying tribute to the Great Mogul. The
Moorish governors depending on the Soubah, assume. when treating
with their inferiors, the title of Nabob, which signifies Deputy : kut
this in the registers of the throne is synohimous to Soubakdar, and the
greatest part of thoser who stile themsclves Navabs, or Nabobs, are
ranked at Delhi under the title of Phous-dar, which is much inferior
to that which they assume, signifying no more sthan the commander
of a body of forces. The Europeans cstabliShed in the territories of
these Pseudo-Nabobs (if we may be allowed the expréssion) following
the example of the natives with whom they have most intercourse,
have agreed in giving them the title they so mnuch affect. In defer-
ence thercfore to the custom which has prevailed, we shall leave
them in possession of it, and in the course of our narration shall like-
wise distinguish the great viceroy by that of Souwbal.. Tl

A NaABOB ought to hold his commission fromn«Delhi, and if at his
death a successor has not been previously 'a,pp?,inbcd by the Great Mo-
gul, the Soubah has the right of naming a person to administer the
Nabobship until the will of the Sovereign is knewn ; but a Nabob
thus appointed by a Soubah is not'decmed authentically established
until he is confirmed from Delhi. The Soubah recéives from the
several Nabobs the annual revenues of the ¢rown, and remits them to
the treasury of the Empire. The Nabobs are obliged to accompany
him in all military expeditions within the extent of his viccroyalty,
but not in any without that extent. These regulations were intended
to place them in such a state of dependance on the Souhah as should
render them subservient to the interests of the Empire, and at the
same time leave them in a state of independance, which would
render it difficult for the Soubah to make use of their assistance to
brave the throne. . .

THE constitution of the Mogul Empire began to lose its vigonr im-
mediately after the death of Aurengzeke, the ablest monarch that ever
reigned over Indostan ; but since the dreadful incursion of the Persians
under Thamas Kouli Khan, it has declined daily more and more: so
that dyring the last fiftys years, Soubahs have been seen to maintain
themselves in their governments against the will of the throne, and
have consequently appointed Nabobs under them with as little regard

¢ to
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to its authority ; Nabobs likewise have kept possession of their go-
vernments in gopposition both to the Soubah and the throne ; and
what is more extraordinary in the offices of a despotic state, both
Soubabs ‘and Nabobs have *named their BUCCORSOTS, who have often
succeeded with as little opposition as if they shad been the heirs ap-
parent of an h«)r(,dltnry *dominion. What we have said of the go-
»emment of the sowthern provinces, is equa,lly applicable to all the
other Soubaships of the tpire.

Tur Carnatle is ong of the most considerable Nabobships depen-
dant on the Soubah of the Decan : from its chpital it is likewise
vamed the provinee of Arcot; but its present limits are greatly in-
ferior to those which bounded the ancient Carnatic before i was
conquered by the Great Mogul ; for we do not find that the Nabobs
ofeshreitahive ever cxtended’their futhority beyond the river Gon-
degama to the newdh, the great chain of mountaing to the west, and
the Borders of the l\mrrdnms of Tritchinopoly, Tanjore, eitnd Mysore
to the south. The sea bounds it to the east. 1t was not before the
beginning of the resent century that this cduntry was entirely re-
duced by the Moors? . .

SADATULRA; a regular and acknowledged Nabob of tho Cf),ma,t]c
having no issue, adopted the two sons of his brother ; appointing the
clder, Doast-ally, to succeed in the Nabobship ; and conferring on
the younger, Boker-ally, the Government of Velore ; he likewise di-
rected that Gulan,Hassein, the nephew of hig favmmt,c wife, should
be Duan or prime minister to his successor. Having reigned from
the year 1710 to 1732, he died much regretted by his subjects.

* THE dispositions he.had made were fulfilled without opposition or
difficulty ; but Nizawm-al-muluck, the Soubah of the southern pro-
vinees, beheld the accession of Doast-ally with aversion, since it took
effect, without that defemnoc to his authority ‘which he was deter-
mined to establish throurrhout;mll the governments under his jurisdic-
tion. The jealousy of this epowerful superior prevented Doast-ally
from procuring a regular confirmation’from Delhi : it is said that he
only obtained some letters of apprqbation from the vizir, without
the proper forms of ‘an authentic commission,

Doast-
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1732 DOAST-ALLY had two sons, of whom the eldest, Subder-ally, was

= arrived at man’s estate when his father succeeded to the Nabobship ;

he had likewise several daughters, one of whom he had at that time

given in marriage to his nephew Mortizhlly, son of Boker-ally ; and

another to a more distant relation named Chunda-saheb. This lord

gave his own daughter by a former wife in marriage to Gulam Hasscin,

* and availing himself of the incapacity of his soncin-law, obtained the
Nabob’s permission to administer the office of Duan in his stead.

THE kingdoms of Tritchinopoly and Tanjore, although tributary
to the Great Mogul, were each of them governed by its own prince
or Rajah, and the care of levying the tributes of these countries was
intrusted to the Nabobs of Arcot, who were sometimes obliged to
send an army to facilitate the collection of them. The death of the

1786 king of Tritchinopoly in 1736, was tollowed by disputes betw:zcn
the queen and a prince of the royal blood, whiekprodnuced a con-
fusion in the government sufficient to give the Nabob of Arcot hopes
of subjecting the kingdom to his authority. He therefore deter-
mined to send an army under the command of bis son Subder-ally

,and the Duan Chunda-ssheb to scize any opportunity which might
offer of getting possession of the city of Tritchinopoly ;-but to pre-
vent suspicions, the collection of the tribute was given out as the only
intention of the expedition, and the army was ordered to move lei-
surely down to the sea-coast, before they proceeded to the south:
accordingly they came to Madrass, where they rejnained some days,
and then went to Pondicherry, where they staid a longer time ; dur-

. ing which, Chunda-sabeb laid the first foundation of his connexions
with the French government in that city : from hence they marched
to Tritchinopoly.

By intrigues, of which we have not the details, Chunda.-saheb pre-
vailed on t.h(. queen tb admit him with a body of troops into the city,
having first taken an oath on the Koran, that he would act in nothing
to her detriment: the people of the country say that she fell in love
whth him; if so, she was ill requited, for he soon after seduced the
garrison, seized the city, apd confined her to & pnson, where she died
of grief. “TThe submission of the rest of the kingdom soon followed that

4 ) : of
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of the capital ; after which, Subder-ally leaving Chunda-saheb to 1736
govern these siew acquisitions, returned to his father at Arcot, who ~—~
appomted Meer-assud, the preéeptor of Subder-ally, to succeed Chun-
da-saheb ‘in-the office of Duan.

TaE new Duan was well acquainted with the ambitious character
of his predecessor and represented to Subder-ally the consequences :
which were to be apprehended from a man of such dangerous views,
pfn.ced in a government of such importance. Subder-ally saw his
error when it tvas too.late to redress it ; for when he represented to
his father the necessity of recalling Chunda-saheb to Arcot, the Na-
bob, apprehensive of open ruptures in his family, and attached to his
son-in-law from an opinion of his abilities, could not be induced to
follow Meecr-assud’s advice.

QEENBMA-SAHEB hearing what had been attempted against him,
took measures to weeure himself: he put the city of Tritchinopoly in
a good state of defence, a,na placed his two brothers in the strongest
towns dependant on his sovereignty ; Buda-saheb in Madura, and
Saduck-saheb in Dindigul : but notwithstanding these preparations,
he determined not to throw off*his allegiaftee to the Nabob, before e
he should be,openly attacked.

IN the mean time Nizam-al-muluck’s resentments against the fa-
mily of Doast-ally incrcased with their acquisitions; for, notwith-
standing the independancy affected by Chunda-saheb, he did not
doubt that the forae of Tritchinopoly would always be united with
that of Arcot, whenever danger from foreign powers should threaten
cither of the two governmenty But his attention was for some years
taken up by affairs of. much greater importance than the reducing of
this family to his obedience. At one time, he was prepared to join
the Great Mogul, whom he wished to see dethroned, against Tha-
mas Kouli Khan, whom he had invited to invade the Empire : and
after the Persian left Indosta.n, he was obliged to keep his arms
turned towards Delhi, where he was equally dreaded and detested.
Thus prevented from marching into the Carnatic, he' at length de-
termined to give the Morattoes permission to attack it. By this
measure he satisfied, in part, the obligations he lay under to that na- 1739

tion,
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1789 tion, and at the same time employed a foree, which, next to his
== own, was the most capable of conquering the dominions of Doast-ally.
THE country of the Morattoes lies bttween Bombay and Gol-Kog-
dah : its limits are not known with any ‘degrec of certainty to Euro-
peans, and we are equdlly ignorant of the origin and history of the

. people. It is now a century that they have'made a figure as the most
" enterprising soldiers of Indostan, and as the onky nation of Indi: ws,
which seems to make war and occupation by ¢hoice 3 for the Ra_]pouts
are soldiers by birth. Of late years they have.often bden at the gates
of Delhi ; sometimes in arms against the throne : at others, in defence
of it aguinst the Affghans or Pitans. The strength of their armies
consists in their numerous cavalry, which is more capable of resisting
fatigue than any in India ; large bodies of them having been known
to march fifty miles in a day They avoid general engagenseitsyamd
seem to have no other idea in making war, but tl& of doing as much
mischief a# possible to the enemy’s country. This they effect by
driving off the cattle, destroying the harvest, burning the villages,
and by cxercising such cruelties as makes the people of the open
« country take flight on"the first rtumours of their approach. The
rapidity of their motions leaves the prince with whom they wage
war little chance of striking a decisive blow against them, or even
of attaucking with effect any of their detachments. Hence the ex-
pence of maintaining an army in the field with very little probability
of even fighting such an enemy, and the greater detriment arising
from the devastations they commit, generally induce the govern-
ments they attack to purchase their rotreat with money. Great par-
simony- in their expences, and continued collections of treasure by the
means now described, have been the principal causes of raising them,
in less than a century, from a people of inconsiderable nate, to a na-
tion which at present strikes terror into all the countrics between
Delhi and Cape Comorin. They often let out bodies .of men, and
sometimes whole armies ; but the hiringy of them is a dangerous re-
\ource for thé offer of better terms seldom fails to make them change
sides ,.qnd they seldom relinquish their practice of plundering even in
the countries which they are hired to defend. But notwithstanding
their
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their warlike character, they are in other respects, the most scrupu- 1739
lous observergeof the religion of Brama; never eating of any thing “—
that has life, nor even killing*the insects which molest them : how-
ever, a buffalo sacrificed, With many strange ceremonies, atones for
the blood of their own species which they shed in war.

Before' the_ Carnatic Was conquered by the Great Mogul, the
Mora.ttoes were in pessession of several fortresses and territories in the
country : .retreating frofa which before the arms of the Moors, they
stipulated to reteive apnually a portion of the revenues, as a recom-
pence for the possessions which they relinquishéd, and as a tribute
for desisting from their usual predatory incursions into the province.
The Nabobs of Arcot had for many years neglected to pay this tri-
bute, and the Morattoes had refrained from their usual methods of
obsiniiige reparation, from no’ other “motive than their great fear of
Nizam-al-muluck s~but this restraint was now removed by the en-
couragement which they réceived from him to invade the Carnatic.
At the same “time the" kings of Mysore and Tanjore, in resentment
of the injuries thay had suffered from Chunda-saheb in his govern-
ment of Tritchinopdly, incited them, as bfethren of the, same reli-,
gion, to attack the Carnatic, and to revenge the violations com-
mitted in their temples and holy places by that Mahomedan governor,
and the Moors in his service.

In the month of May, 1740, an army of 10,000 Morattoes, under 1740
the comma.nd of Ragogee Bonsola, approached the province with
their usual rapidity, and arrived at the mountains, which separate it
from the western country, jbefore Doast-ally was able to collect
the whole of his forces to oppose them; for a large part of his
army happened at that time to be employed to the southward,
under the command of his son Subder-ally. The Nabob, however,
marched from Arcot with wha.t troops he was able to assemble,
about 4,000 horse and 6,000 foot, and with these determined to de-
fend the passes of Damal-cherri, through which the Morattoes in-
tended to enter the province, until he'could be succodred by his son’s
army, and the other troops of the provinee, which were adva.nmng
to his assistance : it is thought he would have succeeded in this in-

G tention
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1740 tention if he had not been betrayed by one of his officers, an Indian,
== who suffered the Morattoes to pass the station where he commanded.
The next day, being the 20th of May, the whole army appeared . in
the Nabob's rear, which was not defended by intrenchments, and-
having every a.dva.nt.age, attacked his troops with great fury; who,
enconraged by the example of their prince; defended themselves re-
“solutely for several hours, until they saw him, together with his son
Hassan-ally, fall dead from their elephants on"the field of battle; the
rout was then general ; most of the principal officers of the army

were slain, and Meer-assud, the Duan, was taken prisoner.

Subder-ally, with the troops under his command, was advanced
as far as Arcot when he heard of his father's fate, upon which he
immediately took refuge in Velore. Ckunda-saheb likewise took the
field with 5,000 horse and 10,000 foot, giving oyt, that he mtended
to march to the Nabob's assistance ; but by contrived delays he kept
at a distance from the field of battle, and as soon as“he heard of
the Nabob's defeat, hastened back to Tritchinopoly.

« The Morpttoes, after tneir victory, sent detachments to plunder
and levy contributions in every part of the province, but found that
what they acquired by these means did not answer their expectations;
for the wealthy inhabitants had removed all their valuable effects into
the strong ‘holds with which the province abounds. Thus disap-
pointed, they readily listened to the proposals of their prisoner Meer-
assud, who was empowered by Subder-ally from Velore to treat with
them : it was agreed that they should be paid, at stated periods,
10,000,000 of rupees, equal to one year's revenue of the province,
on condition that they quitted the Carnatic immediately ; thus much
was made public, but another article was kept secret. As soon as
the treaty was ratified, Subder-ally assumed the title and authority
of Nabob ; but this power was now se much impaired, that Chunda-
saheb thinking he had not.hmg to apprehend from it, came to Arcot
to 'do homage to' him : however, the splendor of his retinue, and the
military,force which accompanigd him, made him appear rather the
equal than the flependa.nt of Subder-ally.

The
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The Tortifications of Pondicherry were at this time in such reputa- 1740
tion, amongst & people who had never before scen any thing equal to- "~
them, that the late Nabob, as avell as Subder-ally and Chunda-saheb,
had sent‘their wives, childr®n, and treagures, to remain there during
the war. As soon as the Morattoes quitted the province, Subder-ally
and Chuhda-saheb, attended by a large retinue, went to Pondicherry,
where they stayed several days. Subder-ally returning to Arcot, took ¢
with him his own and®his father’s family ; but Chunda-saheb pro-
ceeding to Tritchinopoly, left the women of hxs family and one of
his sons there.

In the month of December the province was again struck with
consternation by the return of the same army of Morattoes which
had lately afflicted it with so many calamities. This second irrup-
tiom wisein consequence of fthe secfet engagement which they had
made with Subder-ally.

Bedides the sum of monéy which he had agreed to pay them, they
had farther insisted on Yeceiving some territories in sovercignty, and in
this demand Meer-gssud found them so inflexible, that, considering the
territories of Tritchinopoly served only to rénder the power of Chun-
da-saheb formidable to his master, he consented to yield those countries
to the Morattoes, on condition that they should attack them at their
own expence : this they agreed to do, and at the same time engaged
to dispose of Chunda-saheb, if he fell into their hunds, in such & man-
ner as should be mqst conducive te the interests of the Nabob of Arcot.

Trit;:hinopoly was strongly fortified in the Indian manner of
defence ; and Chunda-saheb, gn the first news of the approach of the
Morattoes against Doast-ally, stered it with a great quantity of grain,
which is considered as the best security of a fortified place amongst a
people who are very little skilled in the use of eannon or other engines
of bajtery. Meer-assud therefore foreseeing that he would be able to
protract his defence as long a8, his provisions lasted, advised the Mo-
rattoes to quit the Carnatic, and to encamp at such a distance as
might prevent any suspicion of their Intentions to return. This aft-
ful conduct produeed the effect intqnded by it ; for Chunda~saheb
imagining that the Morattoes were meditating expedltwns into other

G2 provinces,
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1740 provinces, sold his stores of grain ; of which they no sooner received
— intelligence than they set out from their camp at Sevegunga, and by
very expeditious marches appeared in sight of Tritchinopoly befare
he could remedy the dlstress to which h$ had so unwarily reduced it.
1741 They invested the city closely, and were attentive to prevent the
introduction of any supplies or reinforcemehts ; nevertheless the bro-
thers of Chunda-saheb attempted to relieve it. Buda,-séheb advanced
from Madura with a large convoy of provisions, escorted by 3,000 horse
and 7,000 foot : the Morattoes detached 20,000 men t6 intercept this
reinforcement, which defended itself with bravery until Buda-saheb
fell, when the death of the leader was followed by a general rout, as it
always happens in the battles of Indostan : they cut off Buda-saheb’s
head, and sent it to Chunda-saheb as a confirmation of his brother's de-
feat. Another detachment attacked Saduck-saheb, approacking &eom
Dindigul with 1,500 horse and 3,000 foot, who wers likewise defeated
after a sharp fight, which ended with the death of Saduck-saheb.
Chunda-saheb, notwithstanding these misfortunes, “continued to
defend the city with ‘great resolution, and protragted the siege until
the greatest part of his provisions was consumed, and a considerable
number of his men, with some of his best officers, killed ; the dread
of famine had also caused many to desert: those remaining, worn
out with fatigues, called upon him with one voice to surrender. He
delivered up the city and himself on the 26th of March, 1741, after
having sustained a siege of three months. The Momttoes placed
him, with his son, and several principal officers, under the strictest
confinement, intending to be well paid for the ransom of their per-
sons. After some time spent in draining Tritchinopoly of all they
could find valuable in it, they appointed Morari-row, one of their ge-
nerals, viceroy of the kmgdom, and leaving 14,000 of their best troops
under his command, returned to their own country, ‘where they con-
fined their prisoners in a strong fort in the neighbourhood of Satta-
rh their metropolis. .

*The Momttoes by the possession of Tritchinopoly, were now be-
come of enomxes allies o Supder-ally ; and the imprisonment of
Chunda-saheb at such a distance from the Carnatic, removed the

only
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only leader deemed capable of exciting intestine commotions. But 1741
the resentmenf of Nizam-al-muluck still remained to be appeased, ™
which could only be done by ~xemitting to him those large arrears of
revenues ‘which the Nabob *Doast-ally, availing himself of the con-
vulsions of the empire, had withheld.” Stibder-ally therefore was
convinced that a storm would break upon him from this quarter as

soon as Nizam-al-mpluck himself should have none to fear from,
Délhi: but as this time ‘was not yet come, he determined not to ex-
haust his treasares from the apprehension of dangers, which, although
probable, were still uncertain; he amused Nizam-al-muluck with
humble excuses, founded on the poverty to which he pretended to

be reduced by the incursion of the Morattoes, and even demeaned
himself so far as to give out he intended to go to Arabia, and there
spaed the remainder of his days in acts of devotion at the tomb of his
prophet. ) N

The poverb‘y to which he*pretended to be reduced was as little real
as the spirit of devotfon which he affected, for the g'rea.test part. of
his father’s treasuges had been preserved under the care of his mother,
when she took refuge in Pondicherry. However, the late calamities
left such an,impression of terror upon his mind, that he did not ven~
ture to .keep his court in the open and defenccless city of Arcot, but 1742
took up his residence in Velore, which was well fortified, and its ci-
tadel built two hundred years ago by the Morattoes, the strongest in
the Carnatic : with the same spirit of precaution he sent the women
and children of his family, together with his treasures, to Madrass ;
giving this preference to the English nation by the advice of Meer-
assud, who already suspected ‘the connexions which subsisted between
Chunde-saheb and Mr. Dupleix, the governor of Pondicherry. From
Velore the Nabob made several visits to his family at Madrass, and
these, journies were reported to Nizam-al-muluck as proofs of his inten-
tion to proceed from thence by sea to Mecca.

The commanders of all tbe towns and forts in the Carnatic had
been assessed in sums proportioned te their incomes, which were.le- .
vied at stated periods, in order to thscha.rge the ransom of the pro-
vince due to the *Morattoes, The govemment of Velore *was the

. richest
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richest fief subject to the Nabobship of Arcot, and by the treasyres

== which Mortiz-ally inherited from his father, as also by a very parsi-

monious management of the revenues .of his government, he was be-
come the richest man in the province. Having married the sister of
Subder-ally, and being likewise nearly related to him by birth, he
thought that these titles of kindred, joined to the reception which
he gave to the Nabob and his court, would excuse him from the ne-
cessity of furnishing what remained due of his proportion of the ge-
neral assessment ; but the Nabob, who knew the Morattoes were not
to be disappointed with impunity, and who was as unwilling as Mor-
tiz-ally to disbursc his private treasures until the last extremity, de-
termined to oblige him to furnish his contingent with the same
punctuality as the other governors of the province. Many of these
were attentive to the conduct of the governor of Velore, and ware
ready to withhold their proportions of the assessment as soon as they
should find a respectable leader to set thu example, and to support
them in the consequences of refusing to obey the Nabob’s orders ;
they therefore confedersted with Mortiz-ally, and ygpresented to hlm
that Nizam-al-muluck, ths Soubah of the southern provinces, would
‘behold with satisfaction even the most desperate measurs which might
be taken by the officers of the Carnatic, against a prince who paid so
little deference to his authority.

Mortiz-ally, born cruel and treacherous, had no restraints in his
composition to stop his hand from the perpetration of any crime by
which his avarice, ambition, or revenge could be gratified: he way
indeed by many suspected of being uncommonly deficient in personal
courage, but this persuasion seems to have taken its rise from the sus-
picious habits of his domestic life ; since he never moved, even in his
own palace, without being surrounded by guards, nor ever ventured to
taste any thing that whs not brought to him in a vessel to whigh his
wife had affixed her seal. The Nabob therefore held the pusillanimous
character of his brother-in-law in the greatest contempt, and appre-
hexded no danger from a man ‘who lived in perpetual apprehensions
of poison fyom his own fapily and domesties. Mortlz-a.lly still con-
tinued t6 evade. the payment of his arrears of the assessment ; and the

Nabob,
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Nabob, wearied by trifling excuses, one day in public imprudently 1742
threatened to glisposscss him of his government, if he evaded any
longer to comply with his orders. This outrage immediately flung

him intothe closest connection with the dissatisfied governors, who

now flattered his ambition, by assuring him that they would acknow-

ledge him® Nabob of Arcoteas soon as Subder-ally should be removed.

The Nabob’s armye was encamped within the suburbs and under
the walls of Velore : a bbdy of guards and a numerous retinue con-
stantly attended him within the fort, so that he seemed in no danger
from open violence, or secret treachery. But rfothing of the con-
spiracy transpired ; and he was unfortunately confirmed in his secu-
rity by the extreme humility with which Mortiz-ally carried himself
after the outrage he had received.

At the: time of that festival to Which the Mahomedans of Indos-
tan have the grentsst devotion, all the Nabob’s servants asked per-
mission to be absent for twd or three days to celebrate it in their own
families. Contrary to the usual custom of the courts of Indostan,
the Nabob suffered«ll his retinue and guards, éxcepting four persons,
to quit him ; and so'little was he suspicious’of the danger to which,
he exposed himself by this unguarded indulgence, that he even desired
some of the officers and menial servants of Mortiz-ally might attend
him during the absence of his own. Mortiz-ally determined not to
lose this opportunity, which was such as might never offer again, to
strike the blow hes had meditated. On the 2d of October, the day
after the Nabob’s retinue had left him, the victuals prepared for his
table were poisoned. The Napob had scarcely finished his meal be-
fofe he began to be greatly disordered, and although the strength of
his constitution, with timely assistance, enabled him to throw off the
mortal cffects of the poison, yet it left him much enfeebled. Even
this attack did not thoroughly awaken his suspicions, which those
of Mortiz-ally’s family, who waited o him, contributed to stifle, by
representing his indisposition to be the access of a bilious disorder,
very common in Indis. Mortiz-ally knew he had no time to lode,
and proposed to some of his officers, jn whom he had the most con-
fidence, to go and put an end to the Nabob's life. Tti s said that all

] refused
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1742 refused to serve him in this cruel commission, excepting one, whose

v~ wife Subder-ally had formerly debauched : this man, g Pitan, having
engaged some Abyssinian slaves, led them at midnight to the Nabob's
apartment, where the few servants whé attended the Nabob were
asleep round his bed. They were immediately seized, and prevented
from making resistance. The Nabob himéelf, instead of taking up
his arms, attempted to make his escape through a ‘window. The
leader of the assassins seized him before he céuld pass through it, and
upbraiding him with the injury of his adultery, and txulting in the
revenge he was taking, killed him with several stabs of a poniard.

Meer-assud the Duan was in the fort, and the inviolable attach-
ment which this minister was known to bear to his master, suggested
to Mortiz-ally the intention of destroying so dangerous a witness of
the murder which he had comritted. ' The orders were given tosput
him to death, when some of Mortiz-ally’s officers=represented to him
the necessity of preserving the life of a ‘man, from whom aldne he
could obtain that knowledge of the affairs of the Carnatic, which
would be necessary fo¥ his own conduct, as soon.as he should be de-
clared Nabob. These representations were dictated by reverence to
the ‘character of Meer-assud, whose virtues preserved him in this in-
stant of imminent danger from the destruction to which he had
béen doomed.

The gates of the fort of Velore were strictly guarded during
this night of terror, and those only who produced a particular
permission were suffered to pass out the ensuing day. So that the
news of Subder-ally Khan's death was carried the next morning
to the army encamped near Velore, by emissaries employed by Mor-
tiz-ally himself, who represented it as an accident in which their
master had no part, and imputed it to the sudden resentment of some
of the principal officers, of whom the Nabob had treated geveral
with ignominious language, and had affronted one by a blow. But
such was the general opinion of Mortiz-ally’s character, that the
soldiery immediately flew to ‘their arms, and cried out in tumult,
that their Nabob had begn asspssinated by the governor of Velore.

The pr.'mcipa] officers of the army were absent celebrating the
* feast
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feast ; and the soldiery left to their own conduct, in the first impulse
of detestation, threatened to storm the fort immediately, and to massa-
cre all who were in it; but, on recollection of its strength, this reso-
lution subsided, and they agheed to wait the return of their officers,
before they should proceed to extremities. The emissaries of Mortiz-
ally took ‘advantage of thif'suspension of their rage, and called to their
recollection the grea® arrears of pay, which werc duc to them from
Subder-ally, who, although well able, had constantly evaded to satinfy
their demands : *whereas if the army, they said, would admit Mortiz-
ally’s pretensions to the Nabobship of Arcot, and declare in his fa-
vour, he would doubtless agree to pay all that was due to them.

The armies of the Mahomedan princes of Indostan are composed
of a number of distinct bodies of troops inlisted by different leaders;
who, with their bands, enter into, and quit the service of different
princes, a,ccording't.(; the advantages which they expect to receive.
Hence the degree of reliance which a prince can have on his army
is proportioned to the treasures of which he is possessed, joined to
his inclination to dfsburse them; and it is gommon in the wars of

Indostan to seg large bodies of troops going over to the &nemy on

the very field of battle. The army at Veloro forgot its resentments
against Mortiz-ally in proportion as the terms proposed by his emis-
saries appeared to be real. The officers, as they arrived in the camp,
were immediately brought over to his interest by presents; accounts
were adjusted, times of payment were stipulated, and all, officers as
well as soldiers, agreed to acknowledge Mortiz-ally Nabob of the
Carnatic, within two da,yq after*he had murdered Subder-ally.

Mortiz-ally now pltched his tents without the gates of Velore,
and caused himself to be proclaimed Nabob. In November he made
his entry with pomp into the cxty of Arcot, and was again proclaimed
there.

As soon as the first agitations which this sudden and unexpected
revolution had occasioned began to subside, several of the prlnCIpa.l
officers in the Carnatic communicated to ene another their  senti-
ments on his accession, and concuyred in a detestation of it: These

H ) applied
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1742 applicd to Morari-row, the Morattoe governor of Tritchinopoly, who
v~ did not hesitate to declare openly against him. Ghe English at

1

o

43

Madrass were requested to protect the son and family of Subder-a.lly,
together with their wealth, notwithstanding any menaces which
they might receive from Mortiz- ally ; who did not fail to demand
this prey, and had the vexation to find it placed out of his rcach.
Several of the principal officers of the army, won by the friends of
Subdcr-ally’s family, engaged to effect a geheral vevolt. On a sud-
den the army demauded immediate payment of the® whole of their
arrears, which at Vélore they had agreed to receive at distant periods,
and surrounding the palace in tumult, accompanied their demands
with threats.

Mortiz-ally had not courage to stand this storm; bué immedi-
ately determined to place himself out of the reach of danger. Wo-
men of rank in Indostan never appear in pwshic ; apd travel in
covered caxriages, which are very rarely’ stopped or examined even
in times of suspicion. He therefore disguised himself in a woman's
dress, quitted Arcot ‘in the night, in a covered Pallankin, accom-
panied by, several femalé attendants, and in thi¢ equxpaae gained his
fort of Velore without interruption. v

As soon as his flight was discovered, the army proclaimed Seid
Mahomed Khan, the son of Subder-ally, an infant who resided in
Madrass with his mother. The government of the province was
entrusted to a Duan chosen by the friends of the family, and the
young Nabob and his mother were removed from Madrass to Van-
diwash, the fort of Tuckia-saheb, who ha.d married one of the sisters
of Subder-ally. .

These revolutions in the Carnatic happened at a time when Ni-
zam-al-muluck, lmvmg no longer any thing to apprehend from the
politics of the court of Delhi, where he had obtained for his son
Ghazi-o'din Klhan the post of captain, general of the Mogul’'s armies,
was preparing to visit the Carnatic. eHe left Gol-Kondah in the
Beginning of the yeare 1743, and arrived at Arcot in the month of
Mareh iollowmu His arnny, is said to have consisted of 80,000
Lorse and 700 000 foot. Their numbers, and the reputation of their

leader,
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leader, deterred all the princes of the countries through which they 1743
passed from mpking any resistance : and they entered the province of ~™~"
Arcot with as little opposition. When arrived at the city, Nizam-
al-muluck was struck with® amazement at She anarchy which pre-
vailed in every part of the government. Every governor of a fort,

and every commander of ‘a district, had assumed the title of Nabob,

and had given to the officers of his retinue th& same names as dis-
tinguished the persons %ho held the most considerable employments

in the court of the Soubah. One day, after having reccived the
homage of several of these little lords, Nizam-il-muluck said, that

he had that day scen no less than eighteen Nabobs in the Carnatic ;
whereas he had always imagined that there was but one in all the
southern provinces. He then turned to his guards, and ordered
‘them to scourge the first person who, for the fature, should in his
presence assume thestitle of Nabob.

The young son of Subder-ally, accompanied by several of his
principal officers, pa,id'his visit of homage to the Soubah, who re-
fused him the permission of returning to Vandiwash, and ordered
some of his own offfcers to take °charge of Mis person, direcfing them,
to treat himy with lenity and respect. He then appointed Coja Ab-
dulla Khan, the gencral of his army, Nabob of Arcot, and of all its
dependencies, and sent a summons to Morari-row the governor of
Tritchinopoly, to surrender the city. Finding that the Morattoo
persisted in refusing to obey his orders, he marched with his whole
army, "and sat down before it: presents and promises supplied the
place of hostilities in reducing it. In the month of August Morari-
row evacuated Tritchinopoly, and soon after quitted the Carnatic
with all his Morattoes.

Nizam-al-muluck baving thus settled the affairs of the province 1744
withogt unshea.tlnng the sword, returned to Gol-Kondah. Coja Ab-
dullah continued to command the army until it arrived there ; leav-
ing one of his dependants to'a.dm1msber the government of Arcob
during his absence. It was not before the month of March in the
next year that he prepa,red to return, and.after having been distin-
guished with pa.rtlcu]ar honours on.the day that he took leave of the

H 2 ) Soubal,
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1744 Soubah, was the next morning found dead in his bed. His body
~™~bore marks of poison ; but as the hand from which it came
could never be discovered, it was imputed to the person who received
the most advantage from it, by succeeding him in the.government
of the Carnatic. This was An’ war-odean, who was 1mmed1ately
~ nominated to that employment, and arrived at Arcot in the month

" of April. a

The introduction of this stranger into the' Carnatic was the source
of many of the events which it is the intention of this narrative to
commemorate ; and ‘there are so many and such injurious misrcpre-
sentations of his origin, and of that part of his life which preceded
his accession to the Nabobship, that it is necessary to invalidate thom
by an impartial description of his history.

Anawar, the father of An’war-odean, distinguished himself« by
his great erudition, and by the application of it to eaplanations of the
original text of the Koran : he made the pilgrimage of Mecca, with-
out which proof of piety it is difficult, among Mahomedans, to ac-
quire the reputation of a truly devout man. .At his return from

.this voyage he was appointed by -Aurengzebe, 'to be one of those
religious officers who are appointed to offer up daily prayers for the
health and prosperity of the sovereign. In consequence of this ap-
pointment, he received a pension, and was ennobled by being
ranked as a commander of 250 horse, with the right of taking the
title of Khan, which signifies Lord, or rather Chieftain. Tlus title
would appear incompatible with the character of a religious man, if
every title of nobility in Indostan did not consist in a military com-
mission ; by which it is supposed, although rarely insistcd on, tlmt
the person who receives the commission shall maintain a certain
number of horse for the Emperor's service. With these honours
and advantages Anawar retireds to Gopee-mahoo, and there finished
his days. .

His son An'war-odean went to couttewith recommendations from
his father, which procured him a title of the same rank as had been
given to “his father : he.was afterwards raised to the command of
500 horse, and was appointed governor of the district of Coora-Geha-

nabad
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nabad. Ill success, or perhaps ill conduct, preventing him from 1744
being able to pgy the usual revenues of his government to the throne, ~——
he quitted it privately and went to Amedabad. Here Gazi-o'din
Khan, the Soubah of ‘the 8outhern provinces, gave him a post of
considerable trust and profit in the city of Surat, whilst his friends
at Delhi ‘took care to prdvent further enquiries concerning him, by
rcportmg him ‘dead. « After the death of Gazi-o'din Khan, father of
Nizam-al-muluck, An'wdr-odean went to pay his court to Nizam-
al-muluck, who had succeeded to the Soubahship of the southern
provinces, and was by him appointed Nabob of tHe Yalore and Raja-
mundrum countries, which he governed from the year 1725 to 1741.
When Nizam-al-muluck was preparing to visit the Carnatic, An’war-
odcan attended his court, and was left by him in ome of the princi-
pal stations in the city and territory of Gol-Kondah; and a very
few days after the: death of Coja Abdulla, Nizam-al-muluck ap-
pointed him tq administer the government of the Carnatic, in which
choicc he seems to have been influenced by his opinion of the ne-
cessity of placing @ province, in which he sSuspected commotions,
under the direction ‘of a brave ®and experidnced soldier ; such was
Arn’war-odeay. °

There is no country in which the titles of descent are less in-
strumental to the fortunes of men than they are in Indostan ; none
but those of the royal blood are considered as hereditary nobility ; to
all othex;s, the exclusion is so absolute, that a new act from the sover-
cign is necessary to enunoble even the son of the Grand Vizir of
the empire. The field of forfune is open to every man who has
corage enough to make use of his sword, or to whom nature has
given superior talents of mind. Hence it happens, that half the
grandees of Indostan have arrived to the highest jemployments in the
empire Jfrom conditions not less humble than that of An'war-odean
Khan ; against whose accession o the Nabobship of the Carnatic, the
people had taken an aversiom, from causes 1ndependent of his per-
sonal character. .

During the 80 years which preceded the visitation of Nizam-al-
muluck, the Carnatic had been governed by the same family, in a

" succession
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174} succession of three Nabobs, who, availing themselves of the general
=~ confusion of the ¢mpire, had acquired a greater stability in their of-
fice than is the usual lot of governoms in Indostan. The Nabobs of
this family, considering the sovereignty s a kind of inheritance, had
not conducted themselves in their administration with that spirit of
ravage, which is the usual consequence of* uncertain and transitory
possession. The revenues of the Carnatic depend upon the harvests
of grain, and these on the quantitics of water, which are reserved to
supply the defect of rain during the dry season of the year: for this
purpose vast reserveoirs have been formed, of which not only the con-
struction, but even the repairs in cases of inundation require an ex-
pence much beyond the faculties of the farmer or renter of the land.
It therefore the avarice of the prince with-holds his hand from tho
preservation of these sources of fertility, and at the same time dic-
tates to him an inflexible resolution of receiving lis usual incomes ;
the farmer oppressed, oppresses the labourer, and the misery of tho
peoplo becomes complete, by the vexations of collectors excercised in
times of scarcity, of which the cruel parsimony of, the prince has heen
, the principal cause. ‘ ° '

It is not therefore to be wondered at that the provinge which had
felt the good effects of a mild and generous administration, from the
reigns of the family of Sadatulla Khan, should behold with regret
the introduction of any stranger whomsoever to govern the Carnatic.
The young son of Subder-ally was the only pexson whom the pro-
vince wished to see their ruler.

In deference to this affection, and from the danger of shocking it
at once too violently, Nizam-al-muluck gave:out that he intended
to confer the Nabobship of Arcot on this youth, as soon as he should
arrive at the age of manhood. At the same time he gave An’war-
odean Khan all the powers nec#ssary for, governing the Carnatic dur-
ing this interval, and committed the.young prince to his care, with
the authority of a guardian. | From the palpable impropriety of re-
];osings.o delicte a trust in the very person to whom the greatest
advantages would accrue from an unfaithful discharge of it, Nizam-
al-muluck may be suspected of having dissembled throughout this

4 transaction
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transaction. The general joy with which the youth was received, 1744
on his arrival jn the province, eclipsed all the homage that was paid =
to the sovercign power of his guardian; and it is supposed that the
prov isiondl Nabob did mot Behold without Je'\,lousy these demonstra-
tions of the public attachment to the son of Subdcr—a,lly

An'war-odean however® did not discover any symptoms of dis-

content in hig’ treatment of the young prince : on the contrary, he *
miintained him in a splendor adbquate to his birth, and assigned the
palace in the fort of Arcot for his residence. Here the young Seid
Mahomed passed some time without any other ilquictude, than that
which he reccived fromn the importunities of a band of Pitan soldiers,
who had been in the service of his father, and who pretended that a
long arrear of pay was due to them.
. The Pitans, whose country is in ‘the most northern part of the
Empire, are the Bravest of the Mahomedan soldiery levied in Indos-
tan. From a_ consciousness of this superiority, together .with a re-
liance on the national ‘connection which exists amongst them how-
soever dispersed info the services of differeft princes, they have
acquired an insolende and audacity of manners, which digfinguishes
them, as myclt as the hardness of their physiognomy, from ecvery
other race of men in the Empire: they treat even the lords they
serve with very little of that respect which characterises all the other
dependents of a sovereign in Indostan. From the known ferocity
of their temper, it.is thought dangerous to inflict punishment on
them, even when they deserve it; as a strong spirit of revenge has
familiarised them with assassipation, which they seldom fail to em-
ploy whenever the swmallness of their nwnbers disables them from
taking vengeance by more open attacks. The Pitans, who had
served Subder-ally Khan, continued to present themselveq every day
before ,his son, demanding Sheir arvears with' clamour and inso-
lence.

In the month of June a weddmg of onc of the relations of Sub-
der-ally was celebrated in the fort of Areot. *The ybung prince, as
being the head of the family, was invited o preside at the ceremony.
The customary invitations were likewise given to all the other rela-

tinns,
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1744 tions, many of whom werc lords of governments in the Carna-

== tic ; among these was Mortiz-ally. The young Seid Mahomed was

taught to conceal the emotions he naturally felt at seeing the mur-

derer of his father named in the list of “his friends as a guest invited

with his approbation. Such are the manners of a court in Tndostan.

1t was thought that Mortiz-ally would not venture his person out of

" the forts of Velore, during the first days of a news administration ; but,

in contradiction to this notion, hé® came to Arcot, and. preselited

himself before the young prince, as one of the guests at the wedding ;

and was treated with distinction and respect by the regent Nabob
An'war-odean Khan, who was likewise invited to the wedding.

On the day appointed for the solemnization of the marriage,
twelve Pitans, with the captain of the band, presented themselves
before the young prince, and demanded their arrears with a more
determined spirit of insolence than they had hitherto shewn in any
of their former applications. It is reckoned the highest indignity
that can be offered to a soldier, to order him to retire by an expres-
sion of contempt; and if any violence is emplgyed to remove him,

, he gencrally resents it in the instent with blood-shed. These con-
siderations were not sufficient to restrain the zeal of Seid Mahomed’s
attendants from resenting the insult which was offered to their
prince ; and finding that expostulations did not prevail, they seized
on the Pitans, and turned them out of the palace by force. The
Pitans suffered themselves to be removed with much less resistance
than it was expected they would have made against a treatment so
repugnant to the ideas which these haughty soldiers entertain of
their own importance. The same da.); they advanced again into the
presence of Seid Mahomed, and apologized for their disrespectful
behaviour : their submissions suppressed all suspicions of their con-
duct during the remaining part of the day. ' .

In the evening Seid Mahomed, with ‘Mortiz-ally and most of the
other guests, were assembled, and as soon as the young prince was in-
formed, that Ah'war-odean was approaching, he arose from his seat,
and passed into the vestibule of the hall, intending to pay his guardian
the compliment of receiving him at the bottom of the speps, which

led
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led into the palace. He was attended by all the other guests, and 1744
many of his gwn officers and guards. The thirteen Pitans, who ™
had made their submission in the morning, appeared the foremost of
the spectators in the court below, and distinguished themselves by the
affectation of great reverence in their manner of saluting Seid Maho-
med Khan, as soon as h® appeared in the vestibule. After these
comphments their captain, with the appearance of a man sensible
that he had offended his*lord, and intended to submit himself at his
feet, ascended the steps, and was permitted to approach within the
reach of his person ; when the assassin drew a da,gger and at the
first blow stabbed him to the heart.

A thousand swords and poignards were drawn in an instant : the
murderer was cut to pieces on the very spot ; and ten of his accom-
plices suffered the same fate from the fury of the multitude below.
During this sceme of bloodshed, An'war-odean Khan arrived, and
endeavoured to calm the general trepidation, by giving such orders
as were necessary for the discovery of the conspirators ; for the mul-
titude had already ,ersuaded themselves that®the Pitans had been
employed by some superior powers ¢ .

All who bgh8ld the young prince deprived of life by this assassina-
tion, were instantly struck with the remembrance of the murder of
his father committed in Velore ; murmurs from many had already de-
clared the suspicions that were entertained of Mortiz-ally, when it
was reported, that, during the general confusion, he had gained the
gates of the fort, where a large body of cavalry and other troops, which
composed his retinue, were waiting for him ; and that, surrounded by
these guards, he was already on his way to Velore. The precipi-
tation of this flight, which appeared as much the consequence of previ-
ous dispositions as the effect of sudden fear, left no doubt that he was
the author of the assassination. Nothing was now heard but curses
and imprecations on his head, for the murder of the innocent and
much-loved Seid Mahomed Khan, and for the murder of the father
of this unfortunate prince. The people saw themmselves obliged
to confine their md1gnat10n to these egpressions of it ; for the
strength of Mortiz-ally’s escort required a larger body of eava.lry

I to
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to be sent in pursuit of it, than could be assembled within the time

=== necessary to overtake him, Velore being no more than twelve miles

distant from Arcot. .

The multitude now received orders from An'war-odean to retire
to their homes ; and, as men struck with dismay at a common cala-
mity, assembled in secret companies, to communicate their thoughts
on the murder of which they had been spectators.

An’war-odean, either actuated by the same spirit of indignation® as
the people, or affecting the appearance of it, not only removed the
Pitans in his servide from their employments, but also gave orders
that all of that nation should immediately quit the city ; and, as a
stronger proof of his resentment, caused ‘their houses to be razed to
the ground, a mark of infamy rarely practised, excepting the persons,
whom it is intended to stigmatize, have deserved capital punishment.
But these expressions of indignation did not exempt him from im-
putations. Many persons of rank and power in the province asserted
that they had discovered secrets, which convinced them that the
assassination was the result of a- coniederacy between him and
Mortiz-ally. * .

They said, that the respect and attachment which Werc shewn by
all ranks of pcople to Seid Mahomed, joined to the great influence
which his relations bore in the Carnatic, by possessing the best forts
and governments in the province, had filled the mind of An’war-
odean Khan with apprehensions of conspiracies- and revolts which
might at one time or other remove him, in order to place Seid Ma-~
homed in the sovereignty : that, actuated by these suspicions, he
regarded the destruction of Seid Mahomed as necessary to his own
-security, and was only with-held from executing it by the dread of
Nizam-al-muluck’s resentment ; *which suggested to him the scheme
of practising on Mortiz-ally, by such insinuations and offers, as might
induce him to undertake the destruction of Seid Mahomed ; but in
such a manner, that, if a discovery shou!d be made, thec murder might
be imputed td Mortia-ally alone ; who being .persuaded of the pro-
ba.bth:y of a revolution.in favour of Seid Mahomed, and dreading
the revemge of this prince for the murder of his ‘father, hired the

assassing,
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assassins, having previonsly assured himself of protection from An'war- - 1744
odean Khan, gnd even of rewards by an encrease of the Domain of ™y~
Velore. .

The secrets of the princes of Indostan arxe very difficult to be dis-
covered. , In affairs of consequence nothing, except in the most equi-
vocal terms, is ever given by them in writing ; and whenever the mat- .
teg is of great inpotance or iniquity, it is trusted to a messenger, a
man of low rank and grea,t cunning, who bears a letter of recommen-
dation, testlfymg that he is to be trusted in all he says. o indefinite
a commission reserves to the lord who gives it, the resource of dis-
avowing the transaction of his agent ; and this he never fails to do,
whenever the iniquity is discovered. Hence the public in Indostan,
deprived of authentic evidence, are Jleft to judge of the actions of
their rulers cither from probable conjectures, or from the general
idea of their characters. The constitution and defects of the go-
vernment hawe rendergd poisons and assassinations, in the practice of
the great, the common method of removing those who stand in
opposmon to the ambition of others ; insomych that a history of one
century in Indostan, “would furnish more examples of this ndture than®
can be founc in the history of one half of the kingdoms of Europe since
the time of Charlemagne. From the frequency of these enormous
practices, even the deaths which happen in the common course of
nature, are imputed to those who receive immediate advantage from
them. Such were "the principles on which the people of the Car-
natic judged and condemned An’war-odean Khan for the murder of
Seid Mahomed ; although no positive proofs were broyght of his
having been a.coessory to it. The most probable argument against
him was founded on the early appearance of Mortiz-ally at Arcot
in the days of -a new administration. This avas thought incom-
patible with the wariness of, his character, withouts supposing a con-
nection which assured him of protection from An'war-odean.

An’war-odean strongly denied all cobhections with Mortiz-ally, and
challenged any proof to be brought that ejther he himself, or - any of
his dependents, hed®ever had any eon'espondence with the Pitans

12 who
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1744 who committed the murder ; which he attributed solely to Mortiz-
“—v= ally, alledging as a proof, that the Pitans had often peen at Velore,

.1740

and were known to have received many marks of favour from him.
On the other hand Morhz—a.]ly retorted *the sccusation, but brought
no testimonies to support his Jassertion : It was supposed that the only
proofs which he could have brought againkt An’war-odean, ‘would at
the same time have condemned himself. .

Although An'war-odean was not able to éxcul.pé,te himself in the
opinion of his subjects, he found means to convince his superior, Ni:
zam-al-muluck, that he was entirely innocent of the blood of Seid
Mahomed. Nizam-al-muluck, who never did any thing by halves,
thought it necessary to give him support, in proportion as he became
odious to the Carnatic, and sent him a full and regular commission
for the Nabobship of Arcot soon after the death of Seid Mahomed.
The province, irritated by their aversion to a lord, Whose sovereignty
destroyed their hopes of being ruled by one of the fomily they so
much loved, complained loudly of the avarice and parsimony of his
government, and contrasted it, much to his dissdvantage, with that
of their fermer Nabobs,

War was now declared Letween Great Britain and France, in con-
sequence of which a squadron of English men of war appeared in the
Indian seas. It consisted of two 60 gun ships, one of 50, and a frigate
of 20 guns : these ships did not come immediately to the English
settlements in Indostan, but passing beyond them, cruised in ttvo divi-
sions in the straits of Sunda and Malacca. They took in these stations
three Freneh ships returning from China to Europe, and one retugn-
ing from Manilha to Pondicherry.; the cargoes of which produced
180,000 sterling. They also took a French ship at Atchin, which
was converted into dn English man of war of 40 guns, and called the
Medway's Prize. After rendezvousing at Batavia, the sciua,dron
united appeared on the coast of Corompandel in the month of July
1745, at which time,the gatrison of Pondicherry consisted of no
more than 436 Eumpea.ns, its fortifications were not completed,
and né French squadron had hitherto appeared i India.

The



Book 1. HisToRY OF THE CARNATIC. 61

The a.ppea.ra.nce of the English squadron, and the report of the 1745
reinforcements ;which they expected from England, alarmed Mr. Du- ‘=
pleix for the safety of Pondjcherry. He prevailed on the Nabob
An’'war-odean to insist with the government of Madrass, that the
English ships of war should not commit any Hostilities by land ®gainst
the Frenth possessions in the territories of Arcot; but the Nabob at
the same time assurgd the English, that he would oblige the French
to®observe the same law of neutrality, if their force should hereafter
become superior to that of the English. The government of Ma-
"drass remonstrated, that they were always ready to obey his com-
mands as far as their power extended ; but that Mr. Barnet, the com-
mander of the English squadron, was the immediate officer of the
King of Great Britain, by whose orders and commission he acted,
independent of the East India company’s agents at Madrass. The
Nabob replied, that all officers of the English nation who came to
the coast of Coromandcl were equally obliged to respect his govern-
ment in the *Carnatic y and that if Mr. Barnet, with his squadron,
sho#ld venture to act contrary to the orders he had now given, the
town of Madrass should atone for, their disobedience.

These threats made so much impression upon the government of*
Madrass, that they requested and prevailed on Commodore Barnet to
confine his operations to the sea. He therefore sent one of the 50 gun
ships to cruise in the road of Balasore, at the entrance of the river
‘Ganges, where she took two or three French ships returning from
differerft parts of India to the French settlements in Bengal. The
rest of the squadron left the coast of Coromandel to avoid the ap-
pwaching stormy season, and Went to Mergui, a port situated on the
«coast which lies opposite to that of Coromandel in the Gulph of
Bengal

In the Beginning of the year 1746 the squadron returned to the 1746
coast of Coromandel, and were reinforced by two 50 gun ships, and
a frigate of 20 guns, from England : but at this time the 60 gun
ship, in which Mr. Barnet hoisted his fldg, was found unfit for action, *
and, together with the 20 gun ship which came first into Indm, was
sent back to England.

There
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W46  There was now certain intelligence that a French squadron was
==y~ preparing to come on the coast of Coromandel, when that of the
English was deprived of one of its principal a,dva.nta,ges by losing
Commodore Barnet, who died at Fort St. David’s in April His
death, happening at a time when the English affairs in India were
threatened with danger, was generally regtetted as a public loss, and
indeed he was a man of great abilitics in sca affajrs.

Early in the morning of the 25th of Junme, the English squadi‘on
cruising to the southward of Fort St. David, ncar Negapatnam, de-
scried that of the French arriving on the coast of Coromandel. It
consisted of nine ships, which were commanded by Mr. De la Bour-
donnais, who had equipped them at the isle of Mauritius, and after-
wards, when scattered by a hurricane, had resisted them in the island
of Madagascar, overtoming the greatest difficulties with such inde-
fatigable perseverance and activity, as intitles him to a reputation
equal to that of the ablest marine officer his country has produced.
Of these ships one mounted 26 guns, two 28, one 30, three 34, one
36, and that on board of which Mr. De la Bourdonnais hoisted his
flag mounted 70 guns, ef which 60 were 18 peunders. There were
but 14 other guns of this size in the whole squadron,- the rest being
12 and 8 pounders. All but the 70 gun ship were bored to mount
more guns than the number with which Mr. De la Bourdonnais had
been able to equip them ; and five of them for 50 guns. On board
of the ships were 3,300 men, of which 700 weye either Caffres or
Lascars : 8 or 400 of the whole number were rendered unfit for ser-
vice by sickness.

The English squadron consisted of one 60, gun ship, three of 50,
one of 40, and one frigate of 20 guns, which was too small to be
brought into the action. The number of men did not amount to one
half of that in the French squadron : but the English had’ greatly the
advantage in the weight of their canion, by which the fortune of
engagements at sea is at present gencrally decided ; and they like-
wise ssied better then the French, and were worked with much
greater skill

Mr.De la Bourdonnms, knowmg the advantages and disadvantages
of his force, had determined to decide the impending engagement by

boarding
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boarding the English ships, if it were possible to bring his own into 1746
the situations pecessary to accomplish this design. Mr. Peyton, who ~™~
commanded the English squadron, perceiving this intention, de-
termined %o engage with his® squadron nearer to the wind than that
of the enemy, since in this situation their cﬁ‘orts to board would
be easily avoided ; and a great part of the day was employed in pre-
serving this adva.ntage. It was not until 4 in the afternoon that
the’ fight hegan : it was ‘maintained at such a distance that the fire
of the small arms from the French ships, notwithstanding the great
‘numbers and expertness of their musketeers, did* very little execu-
tion ; but, on the other hand, the cannon of the English, fromr the
same cause, did much less than might have been expected from
them in a closer engagement. The fight finished with the entrance
of the night ; about 35 men were killed in the English squadron
and the greatest part of these on board the Medway’s Prize. We
are not exactly informed' of* the loss sustained by the French; but
it was believed that the'killed and wounded together did not amount
to less than 300. Ope of their ships, which ntounted 30 guns, was
in less than half an® hour dismasted, and s much shattered, that
immediately pffer the action, Mr. De la Bourdonnais ordered her to
proceed to Bengal to be refitted in the Ganges.

The next morning Mr. Peyton called a council of war, when; on &
review of the condition of the squadron, it was not thought prudent,
especmlly as the 60 gun ship,was extremely leaky, to venture a seeond
engagement, before the damages it had sustained were repaired.,
consequence of this resolution, the shlps made sail for the harbour of
Trimcanomalee in the island of Ceylon, and in the evening lost sight,
of the French squadron, which had lain to the whole day, as if chal-
lenging the English, who were to windward, to bear down and re-
ntw the fight. This appearance of resolution ifi Mr. De la Bour-
donnais was no more than a féint, practised to deter the English from
doing what he most dreaded ;efor most of his ships had expended the
greatest part of their ammunition, and several of ¢hem *hed not v:ctualnr
on board for twenty~four hours. . -

In the night of the ‘ensiiing day the French squadron, How oonhlstmg
of eight ships, arrived in the road of Pondicherry ; where Mr. Du-

5 pleix
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1746 pleix commanded, for the French East India company, all the es-
= tablishments of his nation in India, the islands of, Mauritius and
Bourbon excepted. These were under the government of Mr. De la
Bourdonnais, to whom all the operatiofis of “the squadron’ were in-
trusted, independent of the controul of Mr. Dupleix.

The reputation and riches which it wad probable Mr. De la Bour-
donnais would gain in the command of his armament, created Jea.lousy
in the mind of Mr. Dupleix. Dissensions®arose- between the two
commanders : but the zeal of Mr. De la Bourdonnais did not suffer
the interests of his nation to be sacrificed to them. Judging that the
force which he commanded could not be employed by land with any
probability of success, until the English squadron should be either
ruined or forced to guit the coast of Coromandel; he determined to
go in quest of them as soon as his own ships were refitted and pro-
vided with 30 or 40 pieces more of heavy cannon than they mounted
on leaving the island of Mauritius. ¢

On the 24th of July the French squadron’sailed from Pondlcherry,
working to the southward against the southern monsoon, and on
the 6th of August diséovered the English, which had been refitted
at Trincanomalee. The English perceiving the addition of cannon
with which the enemy had been supplied at Pondicherry, avoided an
engagement. The two squadrons were three days in sight of each
other, after which, according to Mr. De la Bourdonnais’s account,
the English ships, availing themselves of the advantage of sailing bet-
ter than the French, disappeared.

Mr. D¢ la Bourdonnais returned with his ships to Pondicherry,
imagining that the English squadron would remain on the coast® of
Coromandel, at least with the hope of deterring him from attempt-
ing any operations against the English settlements. Butf encouraged
by their shyness at the last meetmg, he now determined to lay siege
to Madrass.

The English, informed of the preperations which were making
At Pondxcherry‘ to attack them, calld on the Nabob to fulfil
his ptom:se of restrainjng the Fremch from committing hostilities
against them by land. But they omitted to employ the most certain

means
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means of obtaining his protection, by neglecting to accompany their ‘1746
application for. his assistance with a present of money. This ill- N——
judged pammohy left the Nabob so lukewarm in their interests, that
although *he_did not give Mr. Dupleix a poalt.lve permmsxon, he re-
frained from making any preparations, or even from using menaces
to prevent the French from attacking Madrass.

This settlement had been about 100 years the principal establish-
meht of the English nation on the coast of Coromandel. It was
in a territory granted by the Great Mogul to the East India com-
pany, which extended about five miles along the sta shore, and about
one mile in land. The town consisted of three divisions ; that to the
south extended about 400 yards in length from north to south, and
about 100 yards in breadth : none but the English, or gther Euro-
peans under their protection, resided in this division, which con-
tained about 50egood houses, an English and a Roman Catholic
Church, together with the fesidence of the factory, and other build-
ings belongmg to the cbmpany : it was surrounded with a slender
wall, defended with four bastions and as many batteries, but these
were very slight and defective im their construction, nor had they
any outworks ¢o defend them: this quarter has long been known
in Europe by the name of Fort St. George, and was in India called
for distinction the White Town. On the north of this, and con-
tiguous, was another division, much larger and worse fortified, in
which were many very good habitations belonging to the Armenian
and to the richest of the Indian merchants, who resided in the com-
pany’s territory : this quarter was called the Black Town. Beyond
this division, and to the north of it, was a suburb, where the Indian
natives of all ranks had their habitations promiscuously. Besides
these three divisions, which composed the town of Madrass, there
were two large and populous villages about a mile to the southward
of “it, .within the .company's territory, and these were likewise inha-
bited by Indjan natives. .

The trade from England to the coast of Coromandel, bogether'
with that which is carried on by merchantg of various nations from
one part of India to’another, had raised Madrass to a degree of opu-
lence and reputation, which rendered it inferior to nonc of the Eu-
* K ropean
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1746 ropean establishments in India, excepting Goa and Batavia. There

v~ were 250,000 inhabitants in the company’s territory, of which the
greatest part were natives of India ef various casts and religions :
amongst these were thrge or four thousand of those Indian ‘christians
who call themselves Portuguese, and pretend to be descended from
that nation. The English in the colony did not exceed the number
of 300 men : and 200 of these were the soldierseof the garrison ; but
none of them excepting two or three of théir offieers, had ever seen
any other service than that of the parade : the rest of the English
inhabitants, solely employed in the occupations of commerce, were
still more unfit for military services. At the same time the defence
of the place depended on this small numper of English subjects ; for
it was known that the rest of the inhabitants, regarding themselves
as neutrals, would take flight on the first approach of danger.

On the 18th of August the French squadron appeared and can-
nonaded the town, but without doing any damage. They attempted
to take a ship belonging to the English company out of the road ;
but she moved into shoal-water, so near the batteries of the fort,
that the French did rfot venturesto attack hér with armed boats;
and it was evident, from the unskilfulness of their oferations during
this cruise, that Mr. De la Bourdonnais did not command them in
person: he was at this time in Pondicherry, confined to his bed by
sickness.

The protection of the Enghsh settlements on the coast of Coro-
mandel was the principal object for which the squadron had been sent
into India; and their appearance before Madrass was at this time
thought so necessary to its defence, that the inhabitants wereein
hourly expectation of seeing them, although they had received no in-
telligence of them s.inee they were last seen, six weeks before, by Mr.
De la Bourdonnais. The consternation of the town was therefore
little less than despair, when it was re;;orted that they had a.ppeared
on the 23d of August 30 miles to the morthward of Madrass, in sight
‘of the Dutch settlentent of Palhacatte, from whence they had again
put out to sea, and disappeased. They proceed.ed to Bengal ; for the
60 gun ship wag so leaky, that it was feared the shock of firing her

own
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own cannon would sink her, if she should be brought into an engage- 1746
ment. b

On the 3d oP‘ September the French squadron anchored four leagues
to the south of Madrass, having on board the troops, artillery and
stores intended for the siege. Here a part of the troops was landed,
and marthing along the coast adyvanced the next day within cannon
shot of the town, where the rest of the soldiers were landed. The *
wlole consisted of 1,100 Europeans, 400 Caffres, and 400 Indian
natives disciplined in the European manner. There remained on
board of the squadron 1,800 European mariners, *

Mr. De la Bourdonnais directed his attack against the White
Town, in which the English resided : the northern side of this di-
vision could not be attacked by cannon, as the houses of the next
division almost touched the wall, which separated them from each
other : the eastemn side could only be battered from the sea ; but the
south and west lay open to’the plain. On the 7th of September the
French bega.n to bombdrd the town, from a battery of nine mortars,
which they erected fo the westward, under fhe shelter, of a large
house, within 500 yards of the walls. In th® evening threg of their ,
largest ships drew as near as the depth of water would permit, and
cannonaded the town. In the night Mr. De la Bourdonnais was
flung into great perplexity, by intelligence that some large ships were
scen to the southward of Pondicherry ; which indeed was contra-
dicted in the mornjng : but the first report caused so much alarm in
the Frénch camp, that they were preparing to reship their heavy
cannen. .

On the 8th of September the French had finished a battery of
five mortars to the south, and bombarded the togn without inter-
mission until the next morning, when two English deputies went to
their cqmp, to treat with Mr. De la Bourdonnais, who insisted that
the town should be delivered up to him on his own terms: and
<hreatened, in case of refusal, to make a general assault. This re-
solution arose from his apprehension of the return of the English
squadron. As soon as the deputies, retuyned, the bombardment
recommenced, and continued until the evening, when it wes sus-

K 2 pended



68 THE Wanr oF COROMANDEL. Book 1.

1746 pended for two hours, during the conference of another deputy sent
= from the town ; after which it continued during ‘he rest of the

night. . ’
The next morning, the 10th of September, the deputies returned
to the French camp, and, after some altercations, consented tp the ar-
., ticles of capitulation, which had been dictated to them in the first con-
ference. It was agreed that the English shoﬂld surrender them-
selves prisoners of war : that the town should bé immediately de-
livered up ; but that it should be afterwards ransomed. Mr. De la
Bourdonnais gave his promisc that he would settle the ransom on

easy and moderate terms.

The capitulation was signed in the afternoon, when Mr. de la
Bourdonnais, at the head of a darge body of troops, marched to the
gates, where he received the keys from the governor. The French
colours were immediately displayed ; and.at the same time, the Eng-
lish ship belonging to the East India company, which lay in the road,
was taken possession of without resistance by the boats of the French
squadron. There was not a man killed in the (_Fr‘ench camp during
the siege.; four or five Englishmen were killed in the town by the ex-
plosion of the bombs, which likewise destroyed two or three houses.
From this period it is useful to contemplate the progress made by the
English in Indostan, both in the science and spirit of war.

- The English inhabitants were permitted to regide without moles-
tation in their houses ; but the magazines and wawhouses’belong—
ing to the East India company were ta.ken possession of by the French

commissaries. .
On the day in which Madrass was surrendered ‘s, messenger from
the Nabob An'war-odean Khan, dispatched for more expedition on a
camel, arrived at Pond.lcherry, and dehvered to Mr. Duplelx @ letter,
in which the Nabob expressed great surprize at the presumption of
the French in attacking Madrass witheut his permission, and threat-
ened to send his army there, if the siege was not immediately raised.
Mr. Dupleix sent directions to his agent at Arcot to pacify the Nabob,
by promlsmg that the town, if taken, should be given up to him;
and
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and by re;;resenting, that the English would certainly be willing to 1746
pay him a large sum of money for the restitution of so valuable a ~—~
possession. By this transactian, Mr. Dupleix first discovered that
he thought the right of disposing of Ma.dra.ss, was invested in himself
as governor general of the French establishments in India.

But Mr. De la Bourdonnais, relying on his own commission, did
not admit of ‘this amthority in the governor of Pondicherry, and,
conformable to his promise, proceeded to treat with the English for
the ransom of the town. Mr. Dupleix and the council of Pondi-
cherry protested against the treaty, as a measure highly detrimental
to the interests of their nation, which, they said, would be sacrificed
to private advantages, if Madrass was not razed to the ground. Dis-
putes ensued, which, fortunately for the English affairs, prevented
many cvils, which in all probability® would have befallen them, if
the councils of the enemy had not been divided by these contentions.
For on the 27th of Septentber three ships of war, one of 72, the
others of 40 guns, with 1,360 men on board, arrived at Pondicherry,
and with this reinforcement, the French force ‘was sufficient to have
conquered the rest ‘of the English settlements in Indostap.- Such
indeed was $h8 destination and intention of De la Bourdonnais ; and
he would have immediately began to carry this plan of hostlhtles
into execution, Jf all his operations had not been contradicted by Mr.
Dupleix, and the council of Pondicherry.

However, the effects of Madrass, which Mr. De la Bourdonnais
intended to carry away in his ships, were put on board by the 1st of
October, and two of them had sailed to Pondicherry. Mr. Dupleix
was not as yet reconciled to the treaty of ransom, and Mr. De la
Bourdonnais was determined not to leave Madrass before the gover-
nor and council of Pondicherry had given their approbation : at the
same time his experience in the navigation of India fully apprized
him of the danger to which his ships were exposed, by remaining on
the coast of Coromandel at this critical season of the year.

In India the year is divided into two seasons.» Frome the month of
.October to March the winds blow from the north, and during the
rest of the year from the southern points of the compass : these sea-

" sons
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1746 sons are by mariners called .monsoons : the change from one to the
= other is generally preceded by an interval of about {wenty days, in
which calms, or light and uncertain winds prevail : 'the setting in
of the northern monsoon generally fallscout some time in the month
of October, as that of the southern in the month of April. On the
coast of Coromandel the northern monsoon sometimes begins with
< & violent tempest or hurricane ; and if the mongoon sets in with mo-
deration, it is often productive of tempestuous weather at different
intervals, until the middle of December, and sometimes later ; so that
it is held dangerous for any vessels to remain on the coast after the

15th of October, or to return to it before the 20th of December.

On the 2d of October the weather was remarkably fine and mo-
derate all day. About midnight a furious storm arose, and continued
with the greatest violence untilthe noon of the next day. Six of the
French ships were in the road when the storm began, and not one of
them was to be seen at day-break. One put before the wind, and
was driven so much to the southward, that she was not able to gain
the coast again : the 70 gun ship lost all her masts: three others of
, the squadron were likewise dismasted, and had se much water in the
“ hold, that the people on board expected every mmut.e'to perish, not~
withstanding they had thrown over-board all the ca.nnon of the
lower tier: the other ship, during the few moments of a whirlwind
which happened in the most furious part of the storm, was covered
by the waves, and foundered in an instant, and only six of the crew
escaped alive. Twenty other vessels belonging to different nations,
were either driven on shore, or perished at sea.

The other two ships, laden with part of the effects of Madrass,
together with the three lately arrived from Europe, were at anchor
in the road of Pondicherry, where they felt no effect of the storm
which was raging st Madrass: It is observed, that the’violence of
these hurricanes is generally confined to 60 or 80 miles in breadth,
although in their progress they generally blow quite across the Bay
of Bengal. - .

The articles. of the trgaty of ransom had been adjusted:the day
before the storm happened. It was agreed that the French should

evacuate
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evacuate the town by the 4th of October ; and by onc of the ar- 1746
ticles, the artilery and warlike stores remaining in the town, were -
to be equally divided between the French and English.

Mr. Diipleix had represerfted to Mr. De la Bourdonnais, that he
would not interfere in any transactions with tho English after his
departure, unless the French remained in possession of Madrass for
so much time ‘as might be necessary to adjust all discussions arising
from the .treaty. - Mr. De la Bourdonnais. therefore represented to
the English, the necessity to which he was reduded, by the obstinacy
of Mr. Dupleix, of protracting for three months, the term in which
he had agreed to put them in possession of the town : the English,
apprehensive that if they refused to admit of this alteration, they
should be left to the mercy of Mr. Dupleix without a treaty, acquiesced -
in this proposal ; and the treaty was signed on the 10th of October.

All the merchandizes, and a part of the military stores, belonging
to the East India company, together with all the naval stores found in
the town, had been laden on board of the French ships : these arti-
cles, according to the computation made by the French, amounted
to 180,000 pounds sterling ; andethe gold ahd silver of which they o
took possessjoft to the value of 31,000 pounds sterling ; the half of
the artillery and military stores was estimated at 24,000 pounds ster-
ling : all the other effects and merchandizes were relinquished to the
proprietors of them. It was agreed that the French should evacuate
the town before the end of the ensuing January, after which the
Engli#h’ were to remain in possession of it, without being attacked
by them again during the war. Upon these conditions the gover-
nor and council of Madrass agreed to pay the sum of 1,100,000
pagodas, or 440,000 pounds sterling.  Of this' sum 240,000 pounds
were to be paid at Pondicherry, by six equal Payments before the
month of October in the year 1749 : and for the remaining 200,000 -
pounds, bills were drawn on the East ‘India- -company in London,
payable a few months after they should be presented. The Enghsh
gave hostages for the performance of this treaty.e - °

On the 12th of October Mr. De la Bouwrdonnais invested one of
the council of" Pondlcherry, appointed by Mr. Dupleix, with the go-

vernment
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1748 vernment of Madrass, and went on board of his own ship, which had
= been refitted with jury masts. He anchored in the, road of Pondi-
cherry on the 15th, and sailed from thence the 20th with seven ships,
intending to proceed to Achin : but foreseeing that a part of them
would probably be unable to reach that port, he formed the squadron

into two divisions ; one consisted of the three ships which arrived last

* from Europe, together with another that had. escaptd the storm :
thesp were all in good condition ; and were therefore ordered to mike

their way to Achin® without waiting for the other division, which
consisted of Mr. De la Bourdonnais’ 70 gun ship, one that had been
dismasted, and a merchant-ship which had likewise suffered in the
storm. The four sound ships very soon sailed out of sight of their

. comrades: and Mr. De la Bourdonnais, finding that the shattered
condition of the other three retdered them incapable of gaining their
destined port against a violent and contrary wind,. made sail for the
island of Mauritius, where they arrived irt the beginning of December
without any accident. He soon after left Mauritius, which, from a
forest, he had rendered a flourishing colony, and the arsenal of all the
French military exped#ions in India. Every bedy knows the treat-
ment he reccived on his arrival in France. The friends of Mr. Du-
pleix had influence enough at the court to get him confinéd to the
bastile, wheré he remained a prisoner almost three years : upon an
examination of his conduct, his justification, proved by original pa-
pers which have been made public, procured him his liberty. Had
he survived the subsequent ill successes of his nation at sea, Hi# abili-
ties would probably have raised him to the highest commands in the
navy of France. His knowledge in mechanics rendered him capakhle
of building a ship from the keel : his skill in navigation, of conduct-
ing her to any part of the globe : and his courage, of defending her
against any equal force. In the conduct of an expedition, he super-
intended all the details of the service, Without being perplexed either
with the variety or number of them.. His plans were simple, his
orders precises and beth the ‘best adapted to the service in which he
was engaged. His appljcation was incessant ; and difficulties served
only to encrease his activity, which always gave the example of zeal

to those he commanded.
The
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The storm ruined the French marine force in India, and preserved 1746
the English estpblishments from imminent danger : but the events ~™—
which ensued oh the Coast of Coromandel, seem to have been the
consequerrce of that augmentation of troops, which Pondicherry ac-
quired after the French squadron was reduced to the incapacity of
attempting any farther expeditions. Mr. De la Bourdonnais left be-
hind him 1,200 disciplined men ; 450 more were landed out of the
thr®e ships which ,came dast into India, and 8 or 900 sailors were
taken out of the ships that remained on the coast, and disciplined as
soldiers. By which additions the forces of Pondicherry amounted
to 3,000 Europeans.

The Nabob An’war-odean, very soon after the French had taken
Madrass, began to suspect, or had discovered, that the promise of Mr.
Dupleix to put him in possession of the town, was a fraud employed
to divert him {rop giving the English any assistance during the siege.
He determined to revenge #his affront by laying siegetto Madrass;
which he made no doubt of taking from the French, with as much
ease as they had taken it from the English : fer measuring the mili-
tary abilities of the Europeans by the great respect and humility
with which they had hitherto carried themselves in all their trans-
actions with the Mogul government; he imagined that this submis-
sion in their behaviour proceeded .from a consciousness of the supe-
rior military prowess of the Moors.

Some of his troops arrived in the neighbourhood of Madrass be-
fore Mr® De la Bourdonnais’s departure, and soon after, his eldest
son, Maphuze Khan with the rest. The whole army amounted to
10000 men, and invested the town : two deputies were immediately
sent to treat with him, and these he kept prisoners.  The French
governor had reccived orders from Mr. Dupleix to refrain as long as
possible froth committing any hostilities against Maphuze Klan, who
imputed this inaction to fear: and having received information of
the dispositions which Mr. Dg la Bourdonnais had made for the at-
tack of the place, he endeavoured to imditate them ; great heaps ofe
faggots and earth werc brought to the spot where tho French had
erected one of their batteries of mortars atramqt the town : hete the

L Moors
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1746 Moors intended to form a battery of their cannon, which were so
" old, as not to be fired without risk to those who managed them.

A shallow river ran along the western side of Mairass: its outlet
to the sea was about 700 yards to ther south of the Whie Town;
but this was generally ‘stopped by a mound, formed of the sands,
which were continually thrown up by the surf This obstruction
confining the waters of the river, rendered it of as rhuch defence as
a wet ditch to that part of the town by which it passed, The Na-
bob's army intended to cscalade the Black Town, of which the walls
were low, and the bastions of very little strength ; this had been the
project of Mr. De la Bourdonnais. To facilitate their approach to
the walls in a general assault, they employed a great number of men
to cut through the mound of sand; a practice which they were in-
formed the English always made use of, whenever they thought it
necessary to drain the river. At the same time a large body of
troops took possession of a spring lying about threc miles to the north
of the town, which was the only source from which the inhabitants
were supplied with good water. These measures shewed a degree
of intelligence very uacommon iw the military operations of the

" Moors. The French finding the waters of the river decrease, and
their communication with the spring interrupted, commenced hosti-
lities, and fired from the bastions of the Black and White Town,
upon the Moors, wherever they appeared; who immediately re-
treated from the mound, and the rest of their stations, which were
exposed to this fire; but still kept possession of the ground hear the
spring, which was out of the reach of cannon-shot from the town.

The next day, being the 22d of October, a body of 400 men,
with two field pieces, marched out of the town, and attacked that
quarter of the Nabob’s army, which was encamped to the north-
west, between the®town and the spring. Their, cavalry mounted
on the first alarm, and uniting their squadrons, advanced with the
appearance of resolution. Having neyer experienced the effect of
field pieces, they had no donception that it was possible to fire,
with execution, the same piece of cannon five or six times in a
minufe ;. for in the sukward management of their own clumsy

artillery,
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artillery, they think they do well if they fire once in a quarter of an 1746
hour. The French detachment concealed their two field pieces be- ‘v~
hind their line, until the enemy’s cavalry approached near enough to
feel the full effect of them ; when the line opening to the right and
left, the field pieces bega.n to fire : two ot three of the enemy’s
horses wére killed by the first discharge, which threw the whole
body into confusion : however they kept their ground some time, cs
if waiting for an intermission of the fire ; but, finding that it con-
tinued with vivacity, they took to flight with great precipitation.
The French plundered their tents and baggage without interruntion,
and took two pieces of camnnonm, so little fit for service, that they
flang them into a well They did not lose &' man in the attack,
and killed about seventy of the Moors.

Maphuze Khan, immediately after.this defeat, collected all his
troops into one camp, about two miles to the westward of the town :
but upon hearing that the.French expected a reinforcement from
Pondicherry, e quitted «this camp the next day, and took possession
of St. Thomé, a town situated about four mijles to the south of
Madrass.

This place, ance in the possessmn of the Portugueae and during
the timesof their prosperity in India famous for the splendor and
riches of its inhabitants, has long sincc becn reduced to a town of
little note or resort, although it still gives title to a Portuguese bishop.
The town had no defence, cxcepting here and there the remains of
a ruinedswall : a river ran into the sea from the west, about a quar-
ter of a mile to the south of the town. Maphuze Khan took posses-
sigp of the strand between the river and the town with his whole
army, and planted his artillery along the bank of the river.

On the 24th of October the French detachment arrived, by break
of day, at the bank of the river opposite to St Thomé, and found
the Nabob's troops, horse and foot, drawn up on the other side, to
oppose their passage. It had been concerted, that a party of 400
men should march from Ma.drass, and attack thg Moors on the north-,
ern side of the town, at the same time that tho detachment from
Pondicherry attdcked® them on the south: but the troops from Ma-

L2 drass
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1746 drass failed to arrive in time. The other detachment nevertheless

=" advanced without hesitation to the attack. The river was fordable,
and they passed it without loss, notwithstanding they were exposed
to the firc of the enemy’s artillery, which, as usual, was very ill
scrved.  As soon as they gained the opposite bank, they gave a gene-
ral fire of their smAll arms, and then attacked with their bayonets.
The Moors, unaccustomed to such hardy and precipitate onsets, gave
way, and retreated into the town, where they again made a shew of
resistance from behind some pallisadocs which they had planted in
different parts of the south side. The French continued to advance
in good order, and no sooncr fired from three or four platoons than
the Moors gave way again; when the horse and foot falling back
promiscuously on cach other in the narrow streets of the town, the con-
fusion of the throng was so great, that they remained for some time
exposed to the fire of the French, without being able to make resist-
ance, or to retreat. Many were killed before the whole army could
get out of the town, and gain the plain to the westward. Their
general, Maphuze Khan, mounted on an elephant, on which the
great standard of the (Carnatic was displayed,. was onc of the first
who made his escape. They were scarcely fled out.of the town be-
fore the detachment from Madrass arrived, and assisted in the pillage
of the cnemy’s baggage, among which were somc valuable effects:
many horses and oxen, and some camels were likewise taken. It is
said, that the French troops murdered some of the Moors whom they
found concealed in the houses they were plundering. This defeat
struck such a terror into thc Nabob’s army, that they immediately
retreated some miles from Madrass, and soon after returned _to
Arcot. ' .

It was now more than a century since any of the European nations
had gained a decisive advantage in war against the officers of the Great
Mogul. The experience of former unsuccessful enterprizes, 'and the
scantiness of military abilities which prevailed in all the colonies,

« from a long djsuse of, arms, had pcrsua.aed them that the Moors were
a brave and formidable enemy ; when the French at once broke
throagh the charm of this timorous opinion, by defeating a whole
army with a single battalion.

The
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The officer who commanded the detachment, which routed the 1746
Moors at St. Thomé, wus a Swiss, named Paradis. He had gained v~
the favour of Mr. Dupleix, by manifesting a violent enmity against
Mr. De «a Bourdonnais : apd Mr. Dupleix regarding him as the
most proper person to carry into exccution #ny opposition to Mr. De
Ia Bourdbnnais's mcasures, appointed Paradis governor of Madrass.

At the same time, the French inhabitants of Pondicherry, instructed
bysMr. Dupleix’s e¢missarjes, assembled and drew up a representation,
addressed to Mr. Dupleix and the council, in which they set forth
the necessity, as they pretended, of annulling the treaty of ransom.
Mr. Dupleix, and the council of Pondicherry, affecting to respect the
gencral voice of the inhabitants, which they had suborned, instructed
Paradis to exccute this resolution. On the 30th of October, the
inhabitants of Madrass were called together ; the French garrison
was drawn up under arms, and a manifesto, addressed to the Kng-
lish, was publicly read. This paper contained the following decla-
ration and injunctions :.

The treaty of ransom made with Mr. De la Bourdonnais was de-
clared null The Epglish were enjoined to,deliver up the keys of
all magazines without exception : all merchandizes, plate, ptovisions, ®
warlike stores, and horses, were declared the property of the French
company ; but the English were permitted to dispose of their move-
ables, cloaths, and the jewels of the women : they were required to
give their parole not to act against the French nation until they
should de exchangea ; and it was declared, that those who refused to
obey this injunction, should be arrested and sent to Pondicherry. All,
cxeepting such as were willing to take the oath of allegiance to the
French King, were ordered to quit the town in four days, and were
prohibited from taking up their residence within the bounds of Ma-
drass, or in‘any of the country houses belongingdo the English with-
out those bounds.

Such injurious and (hqtrwsful terms aggravated the iniquity of that
breach of public faith which produced them. .

The French put their manifesto into cxecution with the utmost ri-
gour, and took possession of the effects of the English with ane avari-
cious exactitude rarely practised by those who suddenly acquire valu-

able
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able booties : the fortunes of most of the English inhabitants were

=== ruined. The governor and several of the principal inhabitants were

conducted, by an escort of 400 men, to Pondicherry i here Mr. Du-
pleix, under pretence of doing them honour, caused them to cnter the
town in an ostentatious procession, which exposed them to the view
of 50,000 spectators, like prisoners led in triumph. Others of the
inhabitants, with several of the military officers, resolwed not to give
their parole, alledging very justly, that the ,breach of the treaty: of
ransom released them from that which they had given to Mr. De la
Bourdonnais : and these made their escape out of the town by night,
and, travelling through the country by various roads, went to the
English scttlement of Fort St. David.

The East India company was here in possession of a territory larger
than that of Madrass : it had heen purchased, about a hundred years
before, from the Indian prince of the country ; and their title to it was
confirmed by the Mogul’s viceroy, when the Moors conquered the Car-
natic. The fort was situated near the sea 12 miles to“the south of
Pondicherry : it was gmall, but bettcr fortified than any of its size in
India, and served as a gitadel to the company’s, territory. About a
mile to the south of it was situated the town of Cuddalore, in which
the principal Indian merchants, and many of the natives dependent
on the company resided. This town extended 1,200 yards from north
to south, and 900 from east to west : three of its sides were defended
by walls flanked with bastions ; that to the sea was for the greatest
part open ; but a river passing from the westward between Fort St.
David and the town, flowed, just before it gains the sea, along the
eastern side of the town, of which whilst it washed the skirts on one

"hand, it was on the other separated from the sea by a mound of sand,

which the surf throws upon the shore in most parts of the coast.
To the westward of the fort, and within the company’s territory,
were two or three populous villages, inhabited by the natives, The
government of Fort St. David depended on that of Madrass, to which
it was immediately the next in rank : but on the breach of the treaty
of ransom, the compa.nys agents at Fort St. David, regarding those
of Madrass as prisoners to the' French, took upon themselves the ge-
neral administration on the coast of Coromandel.

] They
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They began their administration by applying to the Nabob of Ar- 1746
cot for his assigtance agninst the French, by whom they expected ~™ 7
every day to be attacked. The defeat of Maphuze Khan at St.
Thomé Mmd irritated the Moers so much against that nation, that the
Nabob readily engaged to send his army to’ Fort St. David, on con-
dition that the English would furnish part of the expence. This
proposal being agreed to, the army prepared to take the field in
twd bodics, one cqmmanded by Maphuze Khan, and the other by his
brother Mahomed-ally.

In the beginning of December Mr. Dupleix recalled Paradis from
Madrass to Pondicherry, intending to give him the command of an
cxpedition he was preparing against Fort St. David. Paradis set out
with a- detachment of 300 Europeans, and took the opportunity of
this escort to carry away what booty he had collected in his govern-
roent. Maphuze Khan, desirous to revenge the defeat of St. Thomé,
resolved to intercept this detachment; and waited for it, with 3,000
horse and 2,000 foot, abeut ten miles to the north of Sadrass, a Dutch
settlement lying 30 miles to the south of Madwass. The detachment
marched in two bodies; one before and ome behind the baggage,
which was cadied by Coolies, a cast of Indians whose sole’ occupa- '
tion is 6 carry burthens. The Moorish cavalry continually harassed
the rear, retreating as soon as the French prepared to fire, and re-
turning as soon as they renewced their march : the infantry armed with
match-locks, fired from the shelter of thickets and other covers at
too gredt a distance to-do execution. However these attacks greatly
retarded the progress of the detachment; and Paradis, apprehensive
of, being overtaken by the night in the open plain, ordered his bag-
gage to proceed before the first division, and then marched away him-
self with this body as fast as possible to Sadrass, leaving the rear to
maintain the figlit as they could ; who nevertheless did not lose cou-
rage, and by never firing until the encmy were within certain reach
of execution, made their way good to Sadrass, with the loss of 12 men,
who faultering on the way were takefi. Thege prisoners Maphuze
Khan shewed as an incontestible proof of victory : and this opinion
was in some measurd confirmed by the conduct of Paradis, after his
arrival at Sadrass, not venturing to proceed until he had been rein-

forced
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1746 forced by a large detachment from Pondicherry ; which it is proba-
“v="ble he had only demanded for the greater security pf his own bag-
gage, which consisted of valuable eftects. Maphuze Khan, satisfied
with the advantage he had gained, left the sea-coast the day-after the
action, and proceeded to” join his brother Mahomed-ally, who had taken
the field. )

The troops destined to attack Fort St. David assembled at Arianco-
pang, a small fort built by the French aboué two miles to the south-
west of Pondicherry, and about one mile and a half from the sea: but
the officers refusing to admit Mr. Paradis to command them, in preju-
dice to the right of his seniors in the service ; the command was given
to Mr. Bury, the oldest officer of the French troops in India.

The European troops in the service of the colonies established in
Indostan, never consisted intircly of natives of that country to which
the colony belongs: on the contrary, one half at least was composed of
men of all the nations in Europe. The christians, who call them-
selves Portuguese, always formed part of a garrison : they are little
superior in courage to- the lower casts of Indians, and greatly inferior
to the higher casts, as woll as the northern Moors. of Indostan ; but be-
cause they learn the manual exercise and the duties ofa paradc with
sufficient readiness, and arc clad like Europeans, they are’incorpo-
rated into the companies of European troops. From wearing a hat,
these pretended Portuguese obtained amongst the natives of India the
name of Topasses; by which name the Europeans likewise dis-
tinguish them. The Indian natives, and [Moors, who are trained in
the European manner, are called Sepoys: in taking our arms and
military exercise,sthey do not quit their own dress or any otherof
their customs. The Sepoys are formed into companies and batta-
lions, and commanded by officers of their own nation and religion.
Those troops of the®natives, who bring with them their own arms,
and continue their own manner of using them, retain the names they
bear in their several countries ; but on_the coast of Coromandel the
Europeans distinguish all thése undisciplined troops, whether armed
with swords and targets, with bows and arrows, with pikes and
lances;»with match-locks, or even mth muskets, ‘by the general name

of Peons.
3 ].Tl
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In the night of the 8th of Decomber the French army set out 1746
from Ariancopang, and arrived the next morning, by break of day, ~™
at the river Pannar, which runs into the sea about a mile and a half
to the nOrth.of Fort St. David : their force gonsisted of 1,700 men,
for the most part Europeans, of which 50 were cavalry : they had
one or two companies of Caffre slaves, natives of Madagascar and of
the eastern coast of Africa ; which had been disciplined, and brought
intd India,. by Mr: De 18 Bourdonnais. Their artillery consisted of
six field pieces, and as many mortars.

The garrison of Fort St. David, with the addition of the officers
.and soldiers who had made their escape from Madrass, consisted of no
more than 200 Europeans, and 100 Topasses. These were intended
to defend the fort : and as the Nabob's behaviour, when Madrass was
attacked by De la Bourdonnais, had caused the English to suspect his
assurances of assistance, they hired 2,000 Peons for the defence of
Cuddaloré¢ and the company’s territory, and distributed 8 or 900
muskets amongst them. ™ At this time the English had not adopted
the idea of training the Indian natives in the’ European discipline,
notwithstanding the French had set the example, by raising four or
five companieg 8f Sepoys at Pondicherry.

The French army crossed the river Pannar, and entered the com-
pany’s territory without any other opposition than the fire of some of
the Peons, who galled them a little from behind thickets, and other
covers ; but retreated as soon as fired upon by the enemy’s field-
pieces. ‘At the distance of a mile and a half to the north-west of Fort
St. David was a country-house appointed for the residence of the go-
vemnor, behind which, to the north, was a large garden inclosed with
a brick wall, and before the house, to the, south, a court with build-
ings on each side of it. The ford where the French had passed the
river was about a quarter of a mile from the garden ; in which some
Peons were stationed, whom the enemy soon dislodged. Mr. Dupleix
having received intelligence shat the Nabob had sent no more than
1,500 men to the assistance of the English, had® instructed Mr. Bury
to march through the company’s territory, and assault the town of
Cuddalore. The French, having met with no other resistance than

M from



82 THE WARr oF COROMANDEL. Book 1.

1746 from the irregular skirmishes of the Peons, suspected no other attacks, and

=~— from this confidence, the soldiers, fatigued with a march of twelve
miles, were permitted, as soon as they had taken possession of the gar-
den, to lay down their arms ; and the officers neglected 4o station
guards, or to take the usual precautions which are generally thought
indispensible against a surprize. In a few minutes the whole army
bad quitted their arms, and every man was straggling eccording to his
own inclination : some were cutting wood o dress their meal, seme
were cooking it, some were eating, and others were laid down to
sleep : the Coolies and the Indians conducting the camels, carts, and
oxen laden with the baggage, discharged it promiscuously in the
court before the garden-house, and then dispersed. Such was the ge-
neral disorder, when a large body of forces, horse and foot, were dis-
covered approaching in good order from the westward. These were
the Nabob’s army, consisting of 6,000 horse and 3,000 foot, under the
command of his sons Maphuze Khan and Mahomed-ally, who having
united the forces they separately commanded, had arrived the preced-
ing day on the plain of Chimundelum, four miles to the west of Fort
St. David. o . "

Ever;f man ran to his arms in confusion, and terror prevented them
from conceiving the advantage of their situation in the garden, the
walls of which secured them from the attack of cavalry : but imagin-
ing that their safety consisted in recrossing the river before they should
be attacked, they hurried out of the garden into the open plain ; all,
excepting the artillery, in much disorder. The enemy camé up be-
fore they reached the river. The Peons of the Nabob’s army, joined
by those belonging to the English, intermixed with the cavalry, apd
kept up a constant but irregular fire, whilst the cavalry advanced
sword in hand in various onsets; but they were always repulsed by
the fire of the artillery.

As soon as the French troops had gained the bank, they plunged
into the river, where the water was four feet deep ; and many flung
-away their arms before they ‘reached the other side : but the artillery
continued to preserve thelr courage, and saved the field-pieces, trans-
porting them over the river one after another ; afdd turning them again

upon the enemy as soon as they were landed on the opposite bank.
¢ The
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The English at Fort St. David were apprized of the arrival of the 1746
Nabob’s army gt Chimundelum ; and the whole garrison, excepting ~™—
50 Topasses, sallied out as soon sas they perceived the French retreat-
ing, but did not come up in tiine to assist in interrupting their passage
over the river. Having prevailed upon the Nabob’s army to accom-
pany them, they advanced in pursuit of the French, but did not over-
take them until they had marched six miles on the other side of the
river. By.this time th8 French troops had recovered from their
panic, and were drawn up in such good order, that it was not thought
prudent to attack them. They continued their march to Arianco-
pang, where they arrived at seven in the evening, having been in
motion, with very little respite, for 24 hours. On a review of a
state of their army, it was found that 120 of their Europeans had
been wounded, and 12 killed They had left behind them at the
garden all the baggage which was come up before the Moors ap-
peared. The, English, on their return from the pursuit, found
several chests of musquets, and other military stores ; but a body
of the Nubob’s cavalsy had plundered all the Test of the baggage as
soon as the French qiiitted the garden. * . .

Mr. Duplejx® judging, from the ill success of this expedition, that
any opeﬁ attempts against the English at Fort St. David would be
frustrated whilst the Moors continued to assist them, entered into a
correspondence with the Nabob and Maphuze Khan, to induce them
to withdraw their troops : and at the same time he formed a project
to take Cuddalore by surprize. The French army continued at
Ariancopang ; and on the night of the 30th of December 500 men
embarked in boats, with orders to proceed by %ea to Cuddalore,
wherg they were to enter the river which runs along the eastern
side, and tQ attack this open quarter of the town at break of day.
The boats were scarcely through the surf, when the wind rose from
the south, and blew so hard that several of them filled with water,
and all were obliged to put® back. The surf beat so high on the .
shore, that the soldiers flung away their arms,’ as dangerous incum-
brances ; for in high, surfs the boat isquitted as soon as it touches
the ground lest the succeeding wave should brea.k upon it, end over-

whelm those who are in it.
* M2 Mr,
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Mr. Dupleix, thus disappointed a second time in his views against

= Cuddalore, finding that the Nabob’s army still continued with the

1747

English, attempted to cause a diversiop of their troops, by carrying the
war into the Nabob’s country near Madrass. A detachment from
the town marched 20 rhiles inland, burning and destroying villages
without resistance ; for the inhabitants took to flight as ‘they ap-
proached ; and the Nabob had no troops in that part-of his country.
The French found large quantities of grain«in sevesal places, which
they set fire to, for want of means to carry it away. They gained
no advantage but plunder by this expedition ; for the Moors remained
at Fort St. David, and the Nabob was more exasperated than before.
On the 9th of January the four ships, that composed the largest
division of the squadron in which Mr. De la ®Bourdonnais quitted
the coast, returned from Achin to Pondicherry. Mr. Dupleix in-
formed the Nabob of their arrival, exaggerated the addition of force
which Pondicherry received from it, and at the same time repre-
sented the English at Fort St. David as a handful of men abandoned
by the rest of their countrymen. The princes of Indostan, as well
as their_subjects, take a0 pains to, inform themselves of any affairs
exceptmg those of their own country; and the long absence of
the English squadron, joined to the precipitation with which it had
quitted the coast in September, concurred with Mr. Dupleix’s asser-
tions, to make the Moors believe that the English concerns in India
were becoming desperate. The governments of Indostan have no
ides of national honour in the conduct of their politics ; and “as soon
as they think the party with whom they are engaged is reduced to
great distress, they shift, without hesitation, their alliance to the op-
posite side, making immediate advantage the only rule of their action.
The Nabob ordered his son Maphuze Khan to listen to Mr. Dupleix’s
proposals of an accbmmodation, and sent back to Pondicherry the
two deputies who had, been detained prisoners by Maphuze Khan,
when he invested Madrass. One of thgse prisoners was nephew to
Mr. Dupleix, apd thesother a’ member of the council of Pondicherry :
they had beep kept at Arcot during their captivity, and were perhaps
the ouly Europeans, excephng some vagabonds ahd Jesujts, who had

made so long a residence in the capital of the Carnatic, since the pro-
3 . - vince
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vince had been conquered by the Great Mogul. The Moors had 1747
hitherto been cgreful to prevent Europeans from informing them- “™—
selves of the state of the couptry, and the Europeans,®solely em-
ployed i commerce, were soe little solicitous of acquiring such in-
formation, that at this time they knew as little of Arcot as of Delhi.

But M# Dupleix, while he was persuading the Nabob that the
English affairs wero without resource, was himself apprehensive of the
ret@rn of their squadron,* and did not think the ships arrived from
Achin a force sufficient to encounter it ; therefore, as soon as he found
that there was a probability of withdrawing the Moors from the assist-
ance of the English, he ordered the ships to quit the coasts of Coro-
mandel. They left Pondicherry the 8th of February, and sailed to
Goa, the capital of &1e Portuguese settlements in India. A few
days after, Maphuze Khan came to Pdndicherry, where he was re-
ceived with pomp and much respect. Mr. Dupleix paid him 50,000
rupees in money, and made him a present of European trinkets to
the value of 100,000 rupees more: a peace was concluded between
‘the French and the Nabob, who recalled his army from Fort St.
David. The English-at Fort St..David had ®not hitherto xeceived
any supplies eibher from Europe or the colonies in India.

A ship® from England belonging to the company appeared in sight
of Madrass in the month of November, and ignorant of the loss of
the place, approached the road. The governor Paradis, immediately
hoisted English coloyrs in the town, and sent some soldiers on board
of the sltip which was taken when Madrass surrendered. This ship
likewise hoisted English colours. The ship from the sea, deceived
by.these appearances, cgst anchor near the prize, which immediately
attacked her, but in so unskilful a manner, that Paradis apprehend-
ing the pnze herself would be taken, began to ﬁre from the batteries
of the town ‘upon the English ship, which, discovering by these hos-
tilities that Madrass was in possession of the French, weighed her an-
chor, and went out of the road, without having received any damage.
In January another ship from England came to an anchor before"
Madrass : the French immediately sent, by ,a fishing-float, a letter
written in English, pretending that the town was invested by the

Moors,
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1747 Moors, and that they should immediately send boats to bring on shore
“=v—the treasurc and the soldiers. The captain, deceive¢ by this letter,
as well as by the flag which was flying in the town, entertained no
suspicion, and permitted the boats to dome to the ship. without ex-
amination. A number of soldiers were concealed in them, who in
the same instant boarded the ship from different quarters. The
greatest part of the ship’s company were enfeebled by the scurvy,
and those who were capable of making resistance were so .much sur-
prised, that they were casily overpowered. This was a rich prize,
having on board besides merchandizes 60,000 pounds sterling in bul-
lion. In the interval another of the company’s ships anchored in
the road of Fort St. David, where the governog immediately sent off
a letter to the captain, acquainting him with the loss of Madrass, of
the great superiority of the French force on the coast of Coromandel,
and of the distresses to which the fort was reduced by the want both
of men and money. The ship was, as usual, consigned to the go-
vernor and council of Madrass; and the distresses of Fort St. David,
instead of inducing the captain to assist them, .only suggested to him
« the risk to which his own fortune might be exposed, by landing the
company'’s treasure, contrary to the letter of his 1nstmctmns, in a set-
tlement threatened with such imminent danger: he therefore refused
to comply with the request of the governor, and set sail for Bengal
without landing the soldiers, or any part of the cargo. These sinister
accidents served to confirm Mr. Dupleix’s assertions, even in the opi-
nion of the English themselves, that their situation was ‘érowing
desperate, when at last, on the 19th of February, the ship which
had escaped out of the road of Madrass in. November came from
Ceylon, and landed 60,000 in silver, together with 20 recruits for
« the garrison : the money was a very important supply ; for the trea-
sury of Fort St. David was almost exhausted when the ship arrived.
The French army appeared in sight of Fort St. David in the morn-
ing of the 2d of March: it consmted of the same troops which had
‘been routedb y the Moors at the garden : but Mr. Dupleix had now
prevailed on“the officers «to teceive Mr. Paradis for their commander.
The English“garrison marched out, with three field pieces, and a troop
of horse composed chiefly of volunteers, to prevent the French from
crossing
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crossing the river Pannar, and found them drawn up about 600 yards
on the other side of it: they cannonaded one another during the
greatest part of the day ; and in the evening, part of the French
army crossed the river, out of the reach of cannon-shot, to the west-
ward : the horse were detached to reconnoitrc them, and returned
with the°loss of two men killed by the fire of the French Caffres ;
upon which all the troops retreated to the fort. Of the English
12 emen, and of thg French, 22 were killed' during the cannonade.
Before morning the whole French army bad passed the river, and
taken possession of the garden. A few hours afterwards a number
of ships were descried in the offing, approaching the road : these
were the English squadron from Bengal. The French no sooner
perceived them tha® they recrossed the river, and marched back
with great precipitation towards Pondicherry.

The squadron had becn reinforced in Bengal by the arrival of
two ships, one of 60 guns and the other of 40, sent from England
with admiral Griffin. The presidency of Bengal sent in the squa-
dron a company of 100 Europeans, who were landed as soon as the
ships anchored ; and, Mr. Griffin Jikewise wgnt on shore with 150
marines and 5Qf) sailors : but these were only intended to be’a tem-
porary amgnientation of the garrison. The ships were soon after
stationed in sight of Pondicherry, where their appearance made Mr.
Dupleix recall the French army into the town.

In the month of June, a reinforcement of 100 Europeans, 200
Topasses, and 100 Sepoys, arrived from Bombay, and 400 Sepoys
from the English settlement of Tellicherry : 150 soldiers came like-
wige in the company’s ships in the course of the year from Europe.
In September, the squé,dron sailed to Madrass, and their boats set
fire to and destroyed, in the road, the Neptune of 50 guns, one of
the ships of "Mr. De la Bourdonnais’s squadron, which had remained
on the coast ever since his departure.

Notwithstanding the approa.ch of the stormy monsoon in October,
Mr. Griffin determined to continue with the squadron in sight of Fort,
St. David ; the monsoon began and continued without any violent
hurricane ; but the weather was notwithstanding so stormy that only
two of the ships, one of which was the admiral, were able to keep

. their
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1747 their stations. The rest made sail to the Bay of Trinconomalee in Cey-
~v=1lon ; to which place Mr. Griffin with the other ship likewise went in

1748

December to take in wood and water, and returned to Fort St. David
in the beginning of the year 1748 with all the squadron, uxcepting
the Medway. This ship, which had been the first cause of the Eng-
lish disgraces and misfortunes in India, was in so bad a condition, that
she was soon after condemned as unfit for service ; she ‘had been hove .
down at Calcutta in Benga,l but her leaks <had not been thoroughly
repaired.

In the month of January 1748, Major Lawrence arrived from Eng-
land at Fort St. David, with a commission to command all the East
India company’s forces in India. At this time intelligence was re-
ceived that Mr. Dupleix was preparing to mBke another attempt
against Cuddalore : upon which the Major ordered all the troops at
Fort St. David to formn a camp between the garden and the river Pan-
nar. Here they continued some time ; when it was discovered that the
commander of the Tellicherry Sepoys, a Moor, had formed a design
to desert with all his.men to the French, in the first engagement that
should happen. This discovery leq to others. -It was found that an
Indian, “who, before Madrass was lost, had acted as interpreter and
agent of the English governor of that place, carried on a correspon-
dence with the wife of Mr. Dupleix in the Malabar language, which
she understood. When the governor was removed by the French to
Pondicherry, this man accompanied him ; and Mys. Dupleix, by civi-
lities and promises, engaged him to give her intelligence of the trans-
actions of the English at Fort St. David, which he had for some time
done with great punctuality. The facts were proved ; and the traitor,
with another Indian his accomplice, was hanged. The commander
of the Tellicherry Sepoys, with ten other officers belonging to that
body, were banished to the island of St. Helena, where several of them
assisted one another in putting an end to their lives, rather than remain
in slavery in a place, of which the situption excluded them from all
hopes of being able tq make their escape to their native country.

The four French shlps which sailed from Pondicherry in February
1747, 1éft Goa and the const of Malabar in October, and sailed to the
island of Mauritius. They were hére joined by three others, one of 50

. and
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and two of 40 guns, sent from France. The two 40 gun ships had 1748
been in India, apd had taken an English East India ship in sight of =~
the island of Bombay. - This prize would have been very considerable,
had not “the vigilance of the governor of the island saved the silver
that was on board, by sending from the Shore two fishing-boats,
which brought away the treasure, whilst the ship was defending
itself against the enemy.

On the 9th of June at night the English 20 gun ship returned from
a cruize, and brought intelligence to Fort St. David, that she had dis-
covered seven large ships and two smaller vessels to the south. These
were the French squadron which had sailed from Mauritius in the
latter end of April. The English squadron, lately reinforced by
three ships from England, was now composed of three ships of 60
guns, three of 50, three of 40, and ofle of 20 guns. These were at
anchor in the road ; but the rudders of two of the 40 gun ships were
unhung, and Mr. Grifin and several of the officers were on shore,
where many of the men ‘were likewise, in the hospital.

During the southern monsoon the wind blows constantly from
the south-west in #ll parts of the Bay of* Bengal, except at the
distance of J0 or 15 leagues from the land ; and here it generally
changes In 24 hours, blowing a part of thxs time from tho sea at
south-east, and during the rest from the land at south-west : the land-
wind generally rises about midnight, and lasts till noon, but it is
not always confined to this interval ; for some days it continues until
the eve'ning, and at other {imes, when very strong, blows for three
or four days without interruption. The sea-wind very seldom con-
tinues more than 12 hours, and is generally preceded by a short in-
terval of calm. During the southern monsoon the currents, as well
mear the land as out at ses, drive strongly to the north.

A ship durmg the sea~wind cannot gain way fo the south ; for the
sea is then rough, and the wind seldom inclines to the east of the south-
east point : but as the land-wgnd often veers to the west point, and
always renders the sea smooth within sight of the coast, ships bound
to the south make some progress during this wind, and either drop
anchor to maintain ‘their ground if they are near shore when the
land-wind fails, or if they are at some distance they continue under

* N sail,
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1748 sail, and with the sea-wind come near the shore, where they are
== ready to avail themselves again of the land-wind as soon as it sets in.
By these operations a vessel that sgils well sometimes gets ten or
fifteen miles to the south in a day ; but it is not uncommon to see
others employed a month in getting only 100 miles to the southward.
On the 10th of June at an hour and a half after noon fhe French
ships were discerned in the south-east. The sea~wind'was set in, and
they were sailing directly before it toward Fort St. David. The
position of the English squadron, at anchor near the land to lecward,
rendered it impossible for them to get nearer the enemy during the
sea-wind ; for had they weighed anchor immediately, the nearest
course they could have made would have been to the north-east out
to sea, and this would very soon have carried them to leeward of
Pondicherry. Mr. Griffin therefore determined not to weigh an-
chor till night, when the land-wind should set in : in the interval the
men on shore were ordered to join their ships. At four in the after-
noon the French squadron, being within three leagues of the road,
altered their course,r and plied to the south-west. This operation
made the English believe that they kept to windward with intention
to gain Pondicherry at all events. About midnight ¢he English put
to sea with the land-wind, endeavouring to keep in the latitude of
Fort St. David ; and in the morning they shortened sail, in expec-
tation every minute of seeing the enemy again to the south ; but
before the evening they fell to leeward of Pondicherry, when Mr.
Griffin, finding his expecta.txons deceived, made sail to Madrass, where
he arrived the next evening, and found no French shlps in the road.
The French squadron was commanded by Mr. Bouvet, governor
of the isle of Bourbon, an able and experienced mariner. He had
been apprized, at the French settlement of Karical, of the superior
force of the Englisk : his operations, when in sight of Fort St. David,
were designed to make the English believe that he intended to en-
gage them the next morning : but as, soon as the night set in he
«<hanged his course, and crouding all the sail his ships could carry,
went away to Madrass, where, he arrived the next morning the 11th
of Jitne, and mmedmtely landed 400 soldiers,” with 200,000 pounds
in silver, which had been sent from France to the island of Mauritius
4 ¢ for
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for the service of Pondicherry. Having thus effected the design of 1748
his voyage, he put out to sea on his return to Mauritius before the “=v=
English squadron appeared in sight of Madrass.

Mr. Dupleix perceiving that the English squadron had sailed to
Madrass, from whence they could not return to Fort St. David in
some dayl, determined to avail himself of their absence, and make
another attack upon Cuddalore. Eight hundred Europeans, with
1,000 Sepoys, margched from Pondicherry, and making a circuit in-
land, arrived on the 17th of June in the morning within three miles
of Cuddalore, at the hills of Bandapolam. Here they halted during
the day, and intended at night to attack Cuddalore by surprize.

Major Lawrence receiving intelligence of this design, ordered the
garrison to march and the cannon to be removed to Fort St. David,
intending by this operation to make *the French believe that he did
not think the place tenable. As soon as night came on, the garrison,
augmented to the number of 400 Europeans, together with the
cannon, were sent back® to Cuddalore, with the precautions necessary
to prevent the enemy from receiving intelligence of their return.
The stratagem succeeded. . .

At midnigit the French advanced with scaling ladders, which
they no Sooner began to apply to the walls than they received the fire
of all the musketry from the ramparts, together with that of four
or five pieces of cannon loaded with grape-shot. This unexpected
resistance struck the whole body, officers as well as soldiers, with a
penic. ‘Most of the men flung away their arms without firing a
shot: but the precipitation of their flight prevented the English fire
from doing much execution amongst them : nor did their fears quit
them when arrived at the place of their encampment; for expect-
ing to be followed, they marched on without ha.ltxng until they came
to the bounds of Pondicherry.

It was now some time that Mr. Dupleix had, with great activity,
been employed m making digpositions to resist an armament bound
to the East Indies under the commafd of admiral Boscawen, of
whose destination the French at Pondjcherry, as well as the English
at Fort St. David, had received mtelhgenoe This armament con-
sisted of one ship of 74 guns, one’ of 64, two of 60, two of 50, one

» N 2 ()t
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1748 of 20, a sloop of 14 guns, a bomb ketch with her tender, and an

=y~ hospital-ship. These belonged to the navy of England; and 11 of
the East India company’s ships were, likewise employed to transport
the military stores, and the regular troops, which amounted to 1,400
men. This fleet left England in November, and the greatest part
arrived at the Cape of Good Hope the latter end of March, but five
ships not until the 15th of April. They were joined at the Cape
by six ships belonging to the Dutch East India company, on bodrd
of which were 400 soldiers. The troops having been landed to rc-
fresh, were all reimbarked before the 26th of April, when it was
intended to sail ; but contrary winds and weather detained the fleet
until the 8th of May, when they left the Cape, bound to the island
of Mauritius, which Mr. Boscawen was ordered to attack in his way
to the coast of Coromandel. .

The Portuguese in their first navigations to India, discovered three
islands, lying to the eastward of Madagascar, between the 19th and
20th degree of latitude. The most western of these, from the name
of the person who discovered it, they called Mascarenhas; but the

. French, when they tookepossession of it in 1675, .gave it the name of

- Bourbon, which now prevails. The eastern Island tke Portuguese
called Diego Reys; which name it retains to this day ; and that be-
tween Bourbon and Diego Reys they called Cerne, probably from a
supposition that it was the Cerne of the ancients. The Dutch, when
they made this a station of refreshment for their ships coming from
India, called it Mauritius: the French, when they took possession of
itin the beginning of the present century, named it the Isle of France ;
but this appellation has prevailed only amongst themselves, the other-
Europeans still calling it Mauritius. '

The Portuguese found on these islands neither men nor any four-
footed animals, excepting land-tortoises, but great flocks of paroquets,
doves, and sea-fowls ; and the sea abounds with fish of various kinds,
and with great numbers of turtle.

« The island of Bourbon is 50 miles in length from’ north to south,
and 45 in breadth from east to west. It has no port ; and the only
part where boats can land is in the road of St. Piul to the north-west.
It has no plains, the whole heing cither hills of easy ascent, of steep

¢ moun-
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mountains separated by narrow vallies. These mountains continue 1748
rising one above another from the sea coast to the middle of the island ; S——
so that in whatever view it is seen at a distance, it appears one convex
surface rising out of the sea. o The French took possession of it in the
year 1665, and finding the soil rich, cultivated it with great assiduity ;
it now produces wheat, and most of the garden vegetables of Europe,
as well as those of India, with many fruits peculiar to both climates : .
th® mango, China orange, and peach, grow in great plenty, and in
great pelfebtion. But the principal object of their agriculture, and
what has rendered the island of importance in their commerce, is the
cultivation of the coffee-tree, of which they brought the plants from
Beit-ul Fakih in Arabia; and these have thriven so well, that the
island now produces 2,000 tons of coffee every year. The cultivation
of this tree, as well as most other services of toil, are performed by
Caffre slaves brought from Africa and Madagascar. The French
have a breed of horses, which, though small, are esteemed for their
hardiness ; and they have reared beeves, goats, sheep, and hogs, in
sufficient quantities to supply the wants of the.inhabitants, although
not in such plenty as to furnish provision for sheir shipping; but this
neglect seemseto have arisen from the facility and cheapness where- °
with thef® and other provisions may be procured from the western side
of Madagascar, where they bave settlements. Several families from
France established themselves here soon after the French took posses-
sion of it, and from them are descended the present inhabitants, who
are now muluphed to the number of 4,000, of which 1,000 are men
capable of bearing arms : these have not degenera.t.ed from their an-
cestors, but on the contrary are a race so remarkable for stature and
proportion, as well as for health and strength, that they equal, if not
exceed in these qualities, the most athletic of the European nations.
They are the only colony of Europeans established within the tropics
which have preserved these advantages.

« The inconveniencies a.risin.g from thé want of a port at Bourbon,
mduced the French to take possession of Mauritius. This island ex-
tends about 45.milds in length from morth to south, and about 30
from west to east. In the north-éastern quarter is a plain extend-

. ing
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1748 ing about ten miles from east to west, and in some places five miles
== in-land from the northern coast. All the rest of the jsland is full of
high and steep mountains, laying so near to one another that the in-
tervals between them, instead of vallies,s form only beds of torrents ;
and these are choaked with vast fragments of stone torn from the
rock above. The summits of these mountains are covered with
forests of ebony and other large trees, and the ground under the
shade of the trces produces herbage, shrube, and  plants .of varivus
sorts, from the common grass to the strongest thorn, in such pro-
fusion that they form a thicket so closely interwoven, that a step
cannot be made, but with the hatchet in hand. Many plantations
have been raised with success on these mountains, and some improve-
ments made on the plain to the north-east ; but the productions, altho’
mostly of the same kind, are in less quantity, and in less perfection
than at Bourbon : it produces no coffee ; but, by the industry of M.
De la Bourdonnais, sugar, in.digo, and cotton, which are not at Bour-
bon, were cultivated here with success ; gnd although these plan-
tations have been much neglected since his departure, they may at
any time be recovered. »They are a} this time endeavouring to culti-
“vate the genuine cinnamon, from plants procured at.Ceylon ; but
these, if they do not perish, will in all probability, from the Wifference
of soil and climate, greatly degenerate. Iron mines have been dis-
covered in the mountains, near the plain to the north-east ; and, the
mountains supplying great quantities of fuel, forges have been erected ;
but the iron produced is brittle, and is made into cannon-balls and
shells for mortars. Beeves, sheep, and goats, are preserved with
great difficulty : the beeves generally die before they have been a
year in the island, and are therefore frequently imported from Ma-
dagascar and other parts. Common domestic fowls breed in great
plenty ; which, with*fish and turtle, furnish a great part of the food of
the European inhabitants ; who have multiplied very little by marri-
age, most of them being natives of France. Their Caffre slaves are
subject to great mortalities from the small-pox and other epidemical

distempers. .
Mawritius has two porbzz, one on the south-east coast, and the other
on the north-west. The trade-wind from the south-east blows in these
. latitudes
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lutitudes all the year round, excepting for a few days at the summer 1748
solstice, when if is interrupted by hard gales and hurricanes from the
north. The facility with which this wind enables ships to enter the
south-east port, induced the French, when they first took possession of
the island, to give the preference to this harbour ; but on finding that
the same wind often rendered the passage out so dﬂhcult that a ship was
sometimes obliged to wait a fortnight before she could put to sea, they
left it, and have gver simce made use of the other harbour. This lies
nearly in the middle of the north side of the island ; and its entranou is
through a channel formed by two shoals, which advance about a milo
into the sea. When a ship arrives opposite to this channel, the south-
east wind hinders her from entering the port under sail ; and she must
either warp in with cables, or be towed in by boats : the necessity of
this operation, joined to the narrowness of the channel, which does
not afford passage for two ships a-breast, is one of the greatest difficul-
ties an enemy would meet with in attacking the harbour ; for although
there are two forts, and as,many batteries, which command the chan-
nel, yet these might easily be reduced, if ships ef force could approach
them under sail. This port is capable of comtaining 100 sail, and is
prowded withe all the necessaries for repa.mng and even for building *
of ships™ The entrance of the south-east port is defended by batteries;
and an army landed here would meet with great difficulties in passing
over the mountains to the other parts of the island. There are se-
veral places, betwegn the north-east extremity and the north-port,
where boats may land ; but these accesses are defended by batteries,
and the country behind them is a continued thicket : the rest of the
coast is inaccessible; and the French, relying on the difficulties of
approaching the shore, had made no fortifications in any part of the
island to obstruct the progress of an enemy when landed.

The greatest extent of Diego Reys is 27 miles : it is full of rocks,
which harbour great numbers of land-tortoises of a very large size,
which are esteemed excellent, food : here the French keep a detach-
ment of men, who are employed in calching shese animals for the
inhabitants of Mauritius; and this is the pnncxpal use they make
of Diego Reys * .

The
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1748  The south-east trade-wind obliges all ships bound to these islands
=~ to approach them from the east. The passage frow Diego Reys to
Mauritius is performed in two days, and from Mauritius to Bour-
bon in ome ; but it requires near a moxth to go from Bourbon either
to Mauritius or Diego Heys: from April to October the voyage from
Mauritius to the coast of Coromandel is easily performed in a month.
These islands being vut of the track of common intelligence, a large
armament, sent in detail from France, may rendezvous in the port’ of
Mauritius, and from thence arrive in India. before any intelligence
is received there either of its strength or destination : hence it is evi-
dent, that, if we have any regard to our settlements in India, the re-
duction of this place ought to be one of the first objects of our at-
tention in the beginning of a war with France. The possession of
Mauritius would probably be followed by the voluntary submission of
Bourbon, or would certainly render it of no use to the French for the
purposes of war.

The fleet was thirty-five days in its passage' from the Cape of Good
Hope to Mauritius, and came in sight of the eastern coast on the 23d
of June at day-break. Three of the Dutch ships-were missing, having
separated from the rest in bad weather. As soon as4he ships came
to the north-east point of the island, they proceeded a,long'ﬁfle north-
ern coast in a line of battle a-head, the men of war leading, and
the company’s ships following them ; and before night they had ad-
vanced within two leagues of the port, and came to anchor in a
kind of bay lying between the mouths of two small rivers: They
had hitherto discovered only two places along the shore where the
smoothness of the water seemed to indicate a possibility of making a
descent, and each was defended by a fascine battery of six guns, which
fired on the ships as they passed : all the rest of the shore was defend-
ed by rocks and bregkers.

The next morning the French began to fire upon the squadron
from two other fascine batteries raised at the entrance of the two rivers
between which it was at adchor, and tl)e fire was returned from one
of the 50 gun slups but with yery little execution on either side.

Mr.-Boscawen now ordered the sloop to reconnoitre the coast quite
up to the port ; and she reported, on her return, that she had been fired

upon
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upon by eight different batteries planted along the slore, as well as 1748
from the forts af the entrance of the harbour, where a large ship of ~——
two tiers lay at anchor, with her broadside across it ; and that there
were twelve other ships at archor within the harbour four of which
were of force, and equipped for service. As soon as it was dark the
barges of the six line of battle ships were sent to sound, and on their
return reported that a reef of rocks ran all along about 20 yards
from the shore, which rentlered it impossible for boats to land, except
at the entrance of the rivers over against which the fleet was at
anchor, or at the bharbour itself : here they had discovered, that the
channel] leading into it was not more than 100 fathom wide, and
that this entrance would be subject to the greatest difficulties by the
opposition of the south-east wind. Upon receiving this intelligence,
the admiral called a council of war, domposed of the principal land
and sea officers, apd it was resolved, that, as they were ignorant of
the strength of the enemy, three armed boats should be sent to en-
deavour to land in the ntight, and take by surprize a man from the
shore, from whom intelligence might probably be obtained : this was
attempted, but in vain. The next morning, the 25th of Jupe, the
council of wa.r-assembled again, and were of opinion, that although
their ford®was sufficient to reduce the island, yet the attack, and the
maintenance of it when taken, would not only retard, but might proba-
bly disable the armament from undertaking the siege of Pondicherry,
which Mr. Boscawen_, was instructed to consider as the principal ob-
ject of His destination: it was therefore resolved to proceed to the
coast of Coromandel without delay, that the squadron might arrive
there in time to act before the change of the monsoon in October.

The island would certainly have been reduced, if the conquest of
it had been the principal object of the armament ; for the whole of
the French force consisted only of 500 regular trdops, 200 European
inbabitants disciplined as militia, 1,500 Caffre slaves on whose service
and attachment the French had litéle reliance, and- 1,000 sailors be-
longing to the ships. If the wind, as it generally does, blew al-*
ways against the entrance of the northern harbour, it would indeed
be 1mpra,ctlca.ble to reduce it with ships workmg against a contrary
wind in a narrow channel, and exposed without resistance -to the

e O tire



93 Tue WAR or COROMANDEL. Book I

1748 fire of the enemy’s ships and batteries. But it has been discovered

=~ that the south-east wind generally blows with lcast strength about
snn-rise ; and it also happens, on foyr or five days at intervals in the
course of a month, that early in the morning this wind ceases in the
northern part of the island for an hour or two, when a breeze rises,
although faintly, from the north-west : during which a ship sta-
tioned at the entrance of the channel, to avail herself of this breeze,
may enter the harbour and ply her cannon under spil. ‘

The fleet left the island the 27th of June, when the Dutch ships,
now joined by one of their comrades which had parted company
during the passage, quitic.l the English, and sailed away for Batavia ;
and Mr. Boscawen steercd for the coast of Coromandel, by the
nearest passage, between the islands and shoals that lie to the north
of Mauritius ; he arrived on the 29th of July at Fort St. David,
where he found the squadron under Admiral Griffin, who resigned
the command to him, and a few days after proceeded with a sixty-
gun ship and two frigates to Trinconomaly, from whence in the
month of January he set sail with them to England.

The_junction of the‘two squadrons formed the greatest marine force
belonging to any one European nation that had everebeen scen to-
gether in the East Indies ; for it consisted of more than 30 Ships, none
of which were of less th«.ﬂl 500 tons burden, and 13 of them men of
war of the line. Every person attached to the English cause, who be-
held this formidable force, was clated with joy, from expectation of
its success ; and no one doubted that the loss of Madrass wolld be re-
venged by the capture of Pondicherry. Preparations had been made
at Fort St. David to cnable Mr. Boscawen to proceed to action with-
out delay ; and on the 8th of August the army began to march.

Twelve independent companies of 100 men cach, 800 marines be-
longing to the ships, with 80 artillery-men, composed the regular
troops in the king’s service : the company’s troops consisted of a bat-

talion of 750 men, of whlch 300 were Topasses, together with 70
* artillery-men : the Buich at Negapatam sent a reinforcement of 120
Europeans : and there werc.on hoard the ships, recady to be landed,
1,000 seamen, who had been taught the manual exercise at sea : in

all 3,720 Europeans, and 800 Topasses, to which were joined about
] 2 000
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2,000 Sepoys, paid by the company, who as yet were scarcely better 1748
disciplined than common Peons. The Nabob An'war-odean, still ~——
changing sides, as he found the French or English affairs gaining the
advantage, promised to send asbody of 2,000 horse, but only 300 came,
and they towards the end of the sicge. The heavy cannon and the
cumbrous §tores were laden on board the ships, which proceeded before
the army, and anchored two niiles to the south of Pondicherry.

Phe company’s agents at Fort St. David had gained very little in-
telligence mecessary to direct Mr. Boscawen in his operations ; for
when the army approaching near the bounds of Pondicherry, came in
sight of the fort of Ariancopang, there was no person who could give a
description of the place : however, it was determined that it should be
taken before the army proceeded any farther. An engineer of the
company’s troops was ordered to recorthoitre it, but was afraid to go
near enough to make certain observations : he however reported that
the fort itself was of little strength, but that it was covered by an en-
trenchment. A descrter dikewise reported that it was garrisoned only
by 100 Sepoys : on which Mr. Boscawen determined to storm the
place. Accordingly a«detachment of 700 men *marched at day-break
against the east side of the fort to attack what they supposed tho en-
trenchme¥¥, which on a noarer approach they discovered to be a heap
of ruins ; they likewise perccived that the fort itself was a triangle
regularly fortified with threo cavaliers, a deep dry ditch full of pit-
falls, and a covered way. These works were sufficient to - protect
the place from a sudden onset, even had it been only garrisoned as the
deserter had reported ; instcad of which it was defended by 100 Eu-
ropeans and 300 Sepoy_s, under the command of Captain Law, an
active officer. The English troops were immediately assailed from
the walls with musketry and grape-shot ; and although they had
brought no scaling-ladders, the fear of shame kepit them in reach of
the enemy’s fire, until 150 were either killed or wounded. Major
Goodere, the most éxpericncpd officer of the king’s troops, was
meortally wounded in this attack. . .

This blundering disaster greatly affected thc spirits of the men.
However, it was deterimined to persist in reducing Ariancopang,” and
the disciplined sailors, with eight pieces of Dlatteriug cannom, were

N 02 landed
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1748 landed from the ships. The French, knowing the advantage of gain-

== ing time at this season of the year, prudently determined to defend
the fort as long as possible. On the wpposite side of the river which
runs to the north, and close by the fort*of Ariancopang, they erected
a battery of heavy cannon to obstruct and enfilade the approaches to
the fort. The English engineers erected a battery in the plain on
the south side of the river, to oppose and silence that of the enemy ;
but such was ‘their neglect in reconnoitring; or their want of gkill in
their art, that when at day-break they opened the battery, most of
the guns were found to be intercepted from the sight ofthe ememy’s
by a thick wood. The artillery officers now offered their service to
erect another, which they. compleated with sufficient skill before the
next morning : and for greater security, threw up before it an en-
trenchment, in which a large detachment, consisting of soldiers and
sailors, was posted. At day-break the battery began to play on that
of the enemy, and the fire was continued for some time on both sides,
with little execution done on either. Besidés the troops within the
fort, a body of 60 European cavalry encamped without the walls.
This cayvalry, supported by infantsy, advanced ‘to the entrenchment
where the sailors were posted, who struck with consternation at their
appearance, took flight, and communicated their panic to the regular
troops. The French cavalry pursued them to the battery, by the fire
of which they were, however, soon repulsed. Major Lawrence com-
manded ‘this day in the entrenchment, and rather than participate of
the ignominy of taking flight with the troops, remained thére with
two or three officers : he was disarmed, and obliged to surrender him-
self prisoner to a French trooper, who knowing, it is probable, the
value of his prize, immediately hurried him away by the side of his
horse to Ariancopang.

The same day a large quantity of gunpowder taking fire in the ene-
my’s battery, blew it up, and near 100 men were either killed or dis-
abled by the explosion. This disaster struck such a terror amongst
those who remained tn the fort, that some hours after they set fire to
the chambers with which, they had undermined the fortifications, and
blew up the greatest part of the walls and cavaliers, and then marched
away with great precipitation to Pondicherry : as soon as the Eng-

4 ' lish



Book 1. History OF THE CARNATIC. 101

lish saw the explosion, they marched up and took possession of the 1748
ruins,’ Thus fogtunately delivered, the army did not immediately “=v=~
proceed to Pondicherry, but remained five days longer at Arianco-
pang, employed in repairing the fort, in which it was determined to
leave a ga.mson for it was apprehended, that during the siege a de-
tachment of the enemy’s troops might again take possession of it, and
from hence be enabled to intercept convoys, or harrass the army.

The town of Pondichetrry was situated about 70 yards from the
sea-shore : its extent within the walls was a little more than a mile
from north to south, and about 1,100 yards from east to west : it
was fortified on the three sides to the land with a wall and rampart,
flpnked by eleven bastions ; and two half-bastions were at the north
and south extremities nearest the sea : these works were surrounded
by a ditch, and an imperfect glacis. The eastern side was defended
by several low batteries, capable of mounting 100 pieces of cannon,
which commanded the road ; and within the town was built a cita-
del, too small to make’ a long defence. The greatest part of the
ground lying round the town was inclosed, at% distance of a mile
from the walls, by a *hedge of large aloes and dther thorny plants pe-
culiar to the «country, intermixed with great numbers of coco-nut
and pa.lm-trees, which altogether formed a defence impenetrable to
cavalry, and of very difficult passage to infantry : this inclosure began
at the north, close by the sea-shore, and continued five miles and a
half, describing a large segment of a semi-circle, until it joined the
river %f* Ariancopang to the south, at about a mile and a half from
the sea-shore, and in this part the course of the river served to com-
pleat the line of defence. There were five roads leading from the
town into the adjacent country, and at each of the openings in the
hedge was built a redoubt mounted with cannon. It is probable that
the hedge, at the same time that it was intended to be a defence
against sudden incursions, marked the limits of the territory conceded
by the prince of the country tg the French when they first established
themselves at Pondicherry ; and hence’ obtained the name of the
Bound-hedge.

On the 26th of August the army mn.rched from Ariancopang, and

took possession of the village of Oulgary, lying about two miles from
’ the
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1748 the south-west part of the town. From hence a detachment was sent

== the same day to attack the north-west redoubt.of the bound-hedge,
which the enemy abandoned withou} resistance, notwithstanding it
was capable of making a defence that vould have cost the Ennrhqh
many lives, had they beén obliged to storm it. The g&lnsons in all
the other redoubts were soon after withdrawn.

' By the advice of the engineers, it was determined to attack the town
on the north-west side ; and, to facilitate the communication between
the fleet and the camp, the ships were stationed to the North of the
town.

On the 30th of August at night the army opened ground, at the dis-
tance of 1,500 yards from the walls : by this the engincers sheweg)
themselves little skilled in their art ; for it is the general practice in
sieges, to make the first parallel within 800 yards of the covered way.
In the morning a detachment of 150 men, from the trench first
thrown up, werc ordered to lodge themselves about 100 yards nearer
the town, and being supplied with working tools, svon covered them-
selves from the fire of the encmy's cannon. About noon 500 Euro-
peans dJld 700 Sepoys esallied from the town under the command of

* Paradis, and attacked both trenches at the sume time : *hey were Te-
pulsed at both, and lost 100 men, and seven officers ; among$t tne latter
their commander Paradis. Ensign Clive distinguished himself with
much gallantry in the defence of the advanced trench ; of which we
do not repeat the description published in our first edition of this work,
because we are informed, that that description is very erroneous.

The approaches were coutinued, but carried on very slowly, from
a want of experience in such operations. Two batteries of three
guns were raised within 1,200 yards of the town, to check any future
sallics. When the army first openc:d ground, the bomb-ketch was
ordered to bombard the citadel night and day : but in a very few days
the enemy began to bombard her, and got her distance so exactly, that
one of their shells staved the boat asjern, and another threw the
water in upon her decks ; after which she kept out of the reach of
the enemy’s mortars in the day-time, and only bombarded in the
nights Parties sallied at several times, and attatked the detachments
which escorted the stores and cannon from the ships to the camp ;

. and
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and one day a detachment escorting two pieces of battering cannon 1748
was defeated, apd the cannon taken. Some troops were sent imme- =~
diately to recover them ; but gould not come up before the enemy
had conveyed them under shelter of the ramparts. .

After much hard labour the trenches were advanced within 800
yards of the walls, when it was found impossible to carry them on any
nearer ; for a large morass extended itself before this part of the town,
anfl the French had preserved a back water, with which they over-
flowed not only the morass, but likewise all the ground lying betwcen
the trenches and the foot of the glacis. During the approaches, and the
construction of the hatteries on the cdge of the morass, the enemy kept
up a constant fire on the working parties, by which many were killed.

Two batteries were finished and began to fire on the 26th of Sep-
tember, one of eight, the other of four picces of cannon, of 18 and
24 pounders : a bomb-battery of five large mortars and fifteen royals,
and another of fiftcen cohorns were likewise erected. The French
now opened several embrasures in the curtain, and began likewise to
fire from two or three batteries on the crest of- the glacis, insomuch
that the fire of the besieged was,double thatr of the besicgers. Mr.
Boscawen, wiling to cmploy all the means of annoyance in his'povvcr,
ordered THE ships to batter the town ; and before the next morning
all the ships of two tiers had warped within the distance of 1,000
yards of the walls, the shallowness of water not permitting them to
approach nearer: the cannonading was incessant, and terrible in
appearafice, but of Do real effoct ; for the distance of the ships, and
the motion of the qea, hindered tlu, shot from striking successively
the same object. The French at first withdrew a great number of
their artillery-men from the land side, and employed them in firing
against the ships from the batteries which commanded the road ; but
perceiving the little damage that the town sustained from the fire of
the ships, they-slackened their defence on that mde, and renewed it
to the land side with as much yigour as before.

The cannonading from the ships continued urtil night, when Mr.*
Boscawen, finding that they ha";xponded a_vast quantity of ammu-
nition to no. purpose,‘ordered them to move in the night out of the
reach of connon-shot ; but the wind setting in from the sea prevented

' them
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1748 them from executing this intention : remaining therefore in the same

v~ stations, they began early in the morning to cannonade the town
again, from whence they were fired , upon with more vivacity than
the day before ; but at noon the wind changing, the ships moved
farther from the shore,’and the firing ceased on both sides. Only
two persons were killed on board the fleet, the one a comnion sailor,
the other captain Adams, commander of the Harwich, a 50 gun ship.
The French gave out that the fire from the ships had, in the two.
days, done no other execution than that of killing a poor old Ma-
labar woman in the street.

The fire from the batteries continued three days longer, during
which that from the town increased, and dismounted nine pieces of
cannon. Very little impression had been made on the defences,
sickness prevailed in the camp; the weather likewise had changed, and
the rainy monsoon was begun three weeks earlier than it usually sets
in: a council of war was therefore summoned on the 30th of Septem-
ber, who, apprehensive that the rains, which at, or soon after, their
first setting in generally overflow the whole country, might render the
removal of the cannor and heavy, stores impracticable, and fearing

* likewise that the ships might be driven off the coast by hard gales of
wind, unanimously determined to raise the siege without deélay.

Five days were employed in shipping the cannon and heavy stores,
destroying the batteries, and reimbarking the sailors ; and on the 6th
of October the troops began to march to Fort St. David ; but halted
at Ariancopang, and blew up the fort; the ra.ms had a.lreﬁdy ren-
dered the roads very difficult to be pa.ssed. On aYeview of the army,
it was found, that during the siege there had perished in action and
by sickness 757 soldiers, 43 artillery-men, and 265 seamen ; in all
1,065 Europeans : very few of the Sepoys were killed, for they had
been only employed to guard the skirts of the camp, and had always
ran away on the approach of danger. The French garrison consist-
ed of 1,800 Europeans, and 3,400 Sepoys, of which they lost 200 Eu-

«ropeans, and about 50 Sepdys:

SeveFal causes concurred to frustra this attempt against Pondlcher-
ry; of which the late grrival of the armament’ on the coast, and the
early setting in of the rains, were the principal. There was no absolute

. necessity
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necessity to reduce the fort of Ariancopang, for a party of 200 men 1748
stationed near it ‘would have always kept in awe the garrison, which ——~
consisted only of 100 : now thg reduction of this little fort, besides
causing the loss of 150 mem, together with two of the most ex-
perienced officers, and thereby discouraging thé rest, stopt the progress
of the whvle army eighteen days. When arrived before the town,
Mr. Boscawen, unexperienced in military operations by land, relied,
in ebedience to his instruetions, on the opinion of the engineers, who
made a great blunder in carrying on the attacks against that part of
the town, to which an insuperable morass prevented them from ap-
proaching nearer than 800 yards : and even had there been no morass,
the situation of the camp to the westward would have been injudici-
ously chosen, since it subjected the transporting of the cannon and
heavy stores to a difficult passage of two or three miles, which employed
the labour of numbers of sailors, and demanded frequent detachments
of soldiers to escort and defend them from the sallies of the enemy ;
and the soldiers and sailors thus employed were taken off from the
operations of the siege, which required nothing less than the service
of every European in, the camp. The north-side was the part against
which the attack ought to have been directed : for the groand in
front of ¢his"side was sound, and would have permitted the approaches
to have been carried on to the foot of the glacis, without meeting
with any natural impediments ; and the camp extending behind the
lines to the northward, would have effectually protected the cannon
and stores, when landed, from the danger of sallies ; and at the same
time have saved the labour and inconveniencies of transporting them
from a long distance ; for they might have been landed at the camp
itself Very few examples of gallant service were exhibited during
the siege. The engineers were utterly unqualified for the enterprize,
but the artillery-men and officers knew their business, and always
behaved with resolution ; and Mr. Boscawen himself on all occasions
exerted the same activity a.nd courage which distinguished his cha-
racter as a naval officer ; but ‘these qualtties did, not compensate his,
want of knowledge in the art of war on shore. This knowledge is
not incompatible with skill in the marine service ; and it is much to
be lamented, thaf both together have not of latc years been culti-
P vated



106 THE WAR OF COROMANDEL. Book 1.

1748 vated by the same officer ; for there are very few instances, of late
=== years, of a siege carried on by the English with less skill than this of
Pondicherry. . '

The French sang Te Deums, as soon as the siege was raised, and
gave as many demonstrations of joy, as if they had been relieved
from the greatest calamities of war. Mr. Dupleix sent leiters to all
the princes of Coromandel, and even to the Great Mogul himself,
acquainting them, that he had repulsed the most formidable attack
which had ever been made in India ; and he received from them the
highest compliments on his own prowess, and on the military cha-
racter of his nation : This indeed was now regarded throughout

Indostan as greatly superior to that of the English.
END of, the FIrsT BOOK.
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THE sqiadron, soon after the raising of the siege of Pondicherry,
left the coast’ to avoid the stormy monsoon : five ships went
toeAchin, and the rest te Trinconomalee ; but Mr. Boscawen hiraself
remained with the land-forces at Fort St. David. In November
news arrived, that a cessation of arms between Great Britain and
France had been proclaimed in the preceding April : but Mr. Bos-
cawen was, notwithstanding, instructed to remain in India until he
should receive intelligence that the general peace was concluded. In
the beginning of January 1749, the squadron returned to Fort St.
David, and about the same time Mr. Bouvet, with the same squadron
which had eluded Mr. Griffin, came again from Mauritius to Madrass,
where he landed a large sum of money, together with 200 soldiers.

The sword was sheathed, and it depended ore the agents of the two
companies to ye-assume in tranquillity their mercantile occupations :
but-the ®warhad brought to Pondicherry and Fort St. David a number
of troops greatly superior to any which either of the two nations had
hitherto assembled in India ; and as if it were impossible that a mili-
tary force, which feels 1tself capable of enterprizes, should refrain
from attempting them, the two settlements, no longer authorized to
fight against each other, took the resolution of employing their arms
in the contests of the princes of the country: the English with great
indiscretion, the French with the utmost ambition.

An unfortunate prince, who about seven years before had been
dethroned at Tanjore, came to Fort St. David, and implored the
assistance of the English to rginstafe him, asserting with great con-
fidence that he should no soomer appear in the kingdom, supported
even by a moderate force, than his standard would be joined by num-
bers, and his title acknfowledged by thousandﬂ The succession of the

P2 princes

1749
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1749 princes of his family had been so complicated, that it was difficult to
=~ ascertain to whom the crown rightfully belonged.

In the year 1680, the king of Tanjore, attacked and well-nigh
overpowered by the king of Tritchinopoly, called the Morattoes to
his assistance. The farious Sevagee, who at that time reigned over
all the Morattoe nations, sent his brother with a strong army, which
soon left the king of Tanjore nothing to fear from his enemy, but
every thing from these free booters; for they made out so largesan
account of expences, that all the riches in the kingdom would have
been insufficient to discharge what they demanded : under pretence
therefore of collecting this money, they took possession of the govern-
ment, and shortly after the brother of Sevagee declared himself king
of Tanjore. He reigned six years, and left three sons. The eldest,
Sevagee, was succeeded by the next brother, Serbogee, and he by the
third, Tuccogee. Each of the three brothers left children ; and after
three irregular successions which took place amongst these cousin-
germans in less than seven years, Saujohee, who now appeared at
Fort St. David, was deposed, and his brother Pratop-sing, born of one
of the inferior wives. of their father Serbogee, was placed on the
throne, by the general concurrence of the principal men in the king-
dom, which had suffered much from the weak administitiior of Sau-
johee. The English had certainly no right to interfere in cause.
But the ofters he made of concessions to the company in the king-
dom of Tanjore, the favourable account given of him by the inter-
preters who introduced him to the presidency, and the bkelief too
hastily entertained of a false narration of his misfortune, induced the
English to think they should acquire as much honour as advantage
by their efforts to reinstate him in the throne! It was stipulated that
Saunjohee should give the company the fort and territory of Devi-
Cotah, and pay all the expences of the war, if it proved successful.

The kingdom of Tanjore extends about 70 miles from north to
south, and about 60 from east to west. The river Coleroon bounds it

. to the north; the gea-coast, running nearly north and south, to the
east »to the south it is bounded partly by the sea-coast extending
eavt and west, and paftly by the country of<Morawar: to the west

e : it
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it is limited by the kingdom of Tritchinopoly and the country of Ton- 1749
diman : the capital, bearing the same name as the kingdom, lieth “=v~
about 30 miles eSst of Tritchinopoly.

The force appointed for the 'conquest~of Tanjore. consisted of 430
Europeans, and 1,000 Sepoys, with four field pieces and four small
mortars : $he battering cannon and provision for the troops were sent
in four ships, two of which were of. the line. The army, accom-
pasied by Saujohee, left Fort St. David in the latter end of March, and
on the 13th of April encamped on the bank of the river Val-aru,
which disembogues itself at Portonovo. In the evening the northern
monsoon changed, and the southern commenced with a hurricane,
which lasted with such violence until four o'clock the next morning,
that the tents of the English camp were blown into rags, many of
the draught bullocks and horses werg killed, and all the military
stores were so much damaged, that the army was obliged to march
to Portonovo in brder to repair the detriments it had sustained. Here
they were informed tha} the storm had committed much greater ra-
vages at sea : two of the company’s ships were stranded between
Cuddalore and Fort St. David : the Apollo jhospital ship was lost,
with all her crew : the Pembroke, a 60 gun ship, which sailed* on the
expedition,- was wrecked, and only six of the crew saved : and the
Namur of 74 guns, in which Admiral Boscawen hoisted his flag, and
which was the finest ship of her size belonging to the navy of England,
perished, with 7560 men. Fortunately most of the other ships were
either at Trinconomalee, or in parts of the coast to which the greatest
violence of the hurricane did not extend.

The army having repaired its damages, left Portonovo, and march-
ing by the great pagoda of Chilambaram, arrived at the bank of the
northern arm of the Coleroon. Here Captain Cope, who commanded,
encamped znd intrenched, resolving to learn the state of affairs on
the opposite shore before he proceeded any farther. The intelligence
he received was very different from what he expected : no persons of
any rank offered to declare for Saujohee, and not a single squadron '
appeared ready to join him : on the contrary, a great number of troops
belonging to the king of Tanjora were seon moving up and_down

. the
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1749 the opposite bank, and seemed determined to dispute the passage of
=y~ the river. Thus disappointed, and ignorant of the enemy's strength
as well as of the nature of the country, Captain Cope did not think
his force sufficient to prosecute the en’oegpnze, and waited until he was

reinforced from Fort St: David with 100 Europeans and 500 Sepoys :
he then crossed the river, which, although a mile broad, was fordable,
and, contrary to his expectation, the army met with little resistance
from the enemy whilst they were passing it.; but difficulties incressed
as they advanced : the road in which they attempted tb march led
through a thick wood, and the enemy from behind the bushes began
to annoy them with arrows, and the fire of their matchlocks ; whilst
large bodies of horse and foot appeared in the circumjacent plains,
moving in the rear and on the flanks. This being the first expedition
in which the English troops, were engaged against the forces of an
Indian prince, the soldiers were struck with nosmall degree of fear,
on comparing the superior numbers of the enemy witn their own ; but
the artillery-men preserved their resolution, and fired with so much
spirit and aim, that they kept the enemy at a distance, and restored the
courage of their own trgops, who being ordered to march back, gained
the bank of the river without confusion. Here the army drew up,
the field-pieces securing the flanks, and the river the rear: A council
of war was held to deliberate whether they should proceed, or wait
for more favourable advices than those hitherto received out of
the Tanjore country; but whilst the council were sitting, a messen-
ger arrived with positive orders from Mr. Boscawen to continue
the march, and attack the Fort of Devi-Cotah at all events. In the
interval some of the soldiers had discovered a road leading along the
bank of the river towards the sea-coast; and the army began to
march this way, although very little of it had been reconnoitred : it
led through a much more open country than the other, and the river
defended the troops from being surrounded. This lucky discovery
saved them from destruction; for it was afterwards found, that by
persisting in the first road, they would, from the nature of the coun-
t.ry have been mvolved in inextricable difficulties, into which the
Tanjofines had hoped to. intice them, by making no resistance at the
passage
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passage of the river. They still continued to move within random 1749
shot of the English ; their squadrons sometimes threatening to at- =~
tack, but always retiring as sopn as the field-pieces began to fire.
After a march of ten miles the troops halted, late in the evening, &
mile to the eastward of Devi-Cotah : where *they neither saw, nor
received Intelligence of the ships; for not a man of the country
ventured near the army ; and the lowness of the ground, together
wiéh the thick woods that covered it, prevented the ships from being
discovered, althougb they were at anchor near the mouth of the river,
within four miles of the camp.

The army, relying on the ships, had brought no more provision
than were necessary for the consumption of three days, and were de-
terred, by the numbers of the enemy, from sending detachments to
procure any ; at the same time they were without battering cannon.
Under- these mconvemenmes there appeared no means of reducing
the fort, excepting by a sudden assault, and the walls were too }ugh
to be easily escaladed. Some proposed to advance the field-pieces in
the night, and batter down the gates ; which indeed was the only
practicable method of. attack ; but being deemed too desperate, it was
determined ta endeavour to terrify the enemy by bombarding the
place vweith' cohorns. Shells were thrown until the ‘'morning, when
the fire ceased until the next night : and before the next morning all
the shells were expended, without baving done any damage to the
fort, or made any impression on the minds of the garrison. It was
therefore resolved to retreat without delay.

The army returned by the same road it came. During the first
mile the country was covered with woods, from which the eremy
galled the flank of the line, not only with musquetry, but also with
some pieces of heavy artillery, which they had brought into the thickets ;
and some platoons of Europeans were detached to dislodge them.
The thickets extended to the bank of a rivulet which the troops
had crossed in the march to Devi-Cotah, during tlie reireat of the
tide : the rivulet was at that “lime fordable, and go one had examin-.
ed it sufficiently to form an idea of the depth of the channel, which
wasnow filled with water by the rising of the tide, and the séream

' ran
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1749 ran very rapidly. The Coolies, who carried the less bulky parts of

“=v= the baggage, marched before the troops, and as soon as they came to
the bank of the rivulet, were fired upon with great vivacity from the
thickets. Timorous, as are all the lgwer casts of Indians, they
plunged into the streafn, which was seven or eight feet deep, and
pressing upon one another with outeries and confusion, lost by their
fears the strength necessary to save themselves, and in less than a
quarter of an hour 400 of the poor wretches were drowned. 'Fhe
troops, spectators of this disaster, halted, and fired to dislodge the
enemy, until the tide had ebbed sufficiently ; when they passed the
rivulet without interruption, and continuing their retreat unmolested,
arrived at Chilambarum late at night, much fatigued with the skir-
mishes they had sustained, and with a march of 15 miles : the next
day they returned to Fort St. David.

The intelligence gained during this expedition, convinced every
one that the cause of Saujohee was destitute of abettors amongst his
countrymen. The presidency nevertheless determined to continue
the war ; but this resolition did not now proceed so much from the in-
tention’ of restoring Saujohee, as from the desire of wiping out, by some
success, the reproach of having retreated before the arms of an Indian
prince, and from the views of making some acquisitions to compensate
the expences which had already been incurred. The Fort of Devi-
Cotah is situated in a populous country, in which manufactures of lin-
nen proper for the company’s trade are fabricated ; and the neigh-
bouring territory is the most fertile part of the coast of Coromandel.
On this coast, from Masulipatam to Cape Comorin, there is no
port capable of receiving a ship of 300 tons” burden ; which defect
subjects the navigation of these parts to great risques at particular
seasons. The mouth of the river Coleroon, near Devi-Cotah, is
indeed generally obstructed by sands, but the channel within the
bar is deep enough to receive ships of the largest burden ; and it was

.thought that the bax,itself might with some labour and expence be re-
moved: if this should be effected, the greatest advantages would accrue
to the European nation which should obtain tke exclusive possession

: of
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of this harbour. It was therefore detcrmined to make the reduction 1749
of Devi-Cotah the principal object of the new expedition, which it -
was thought would be amply compensated by gaining possession of
this place, even if no farther Advantages accrued from the war'

* The whole body of the company’s troops, amounting with the artil-
lery-men to 800 Europeans, together with 1,500 Sepoys, were or-
dered on the expedition, under the command of major Lawrence.
Frdm the difficulties already éxperienced in approaching Devi-Cotah
by land, it was determined that the army should now proceed by sea :
the Europeans, with the artillery and baggage, were embarked on
board six ships, three of the line and three belonging to the company,
and the Sepoys accompanied the ships in large boats, used by the peo-
ple of Coromandel to carry on their traffick along the coast. The ves-
sels arrived at the same mouth of the Cdleroon where the ships of the
former expedition, had anchored ; and the troops and stores passed in
boats up the arm of the river which led to Devi-Cotah, and were
landed on the opposite shore, from which it was determined to batter
the fort, because the ground on the other side was marshy and covered
with woods, and the king of Tanjore’s army wds encamped under the
walls. -

The frt was about a mile in circumference, having six unequal
sides; and the walls were about 18 feet high, built with bricks, the
masonry of which was in most parts broad enough to form a rampart,
without any addition of earth: and were flanked at unequal distances
by projedting towers, some of which were circular, and others square.
The English fired across the river obliquely upon the eastern side of
the fort from four 24 pounders, which in three days made a prac-
ticable breach. The enemy did not return the fire, nor attewapt ic
repair the breach, but employed themselves in carrying on an en-
trenchment from the bank of the river across the side of tle fo.t
which the English attacked.

The passage of the troops qver the river was rendered dangerous,
both by the rapidity of the stream, and by the nwifibers who had token *
possession of the thickets which covered the opposite shore. John
Moor, a carpenter belonging to one of the men of war, offered his ser-
vice, and made a stage capable of receiving 400 men, which was

Q launched
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1749 launched at some distance below the battery, and towed up to it against
v~ the stream. 'The raft could not be moved across the river unless by a
rope tixed on the opposite bank ; but the stations of the enemy rendered
this a véry hazardous enterprize : the séme carpenter who had made
the raft, offered to execute this service likewise, and in the middle of a
very dark night swam over the river, carrying the end of a rope with
him, which he fastened to the root of a large tree within a few yards of
jone o the enemy’s advanced guards, by whom he was not_discovefed.
The rope was sunk in the water, that the enemy might not perceive

it ; and the next day, at two in the afternoon, the first detachment of
400 Europeans, with three field pieces, embarked upon the raft; at
the same time the four pieces of battering cannon, with six field
pieces, began to fire with great vivacity upon the opposite thickets,
to deter the Tanjorines from ‘approaching the bank necar enough to
discover the rope. They were so much surprized at this new and un-
expected manner of approach, that, fortunately, none of them guessed
the means by which it was performed. Thé walls and towers of the
jort were manned with multitudes, who, as well as those under cover
of the,thickets, fired it’regula.rly, bat without intermission, from their
matchlocks; but the detachment, although much gailed, refrained
from returning the fire, lest the bustle of handling their arms should
overset the raft, which in a quarter of an hour gained the shore. The
troops advanced immediately to dislodge the Tanjorines posted in the
thickets, who retreated as soon as they were fired upon, and took shel-
ter cither within the fort, or behind the projections of thé towers.
The raft was sent back, and in the space of two hours made several
passages, during which the enemy kept up a continual fire, both on
the troops that were landed, and on those on the raft, and killed 30
Europeans and 50 Sepoys before the whole army had passed the river.
Major Lawrence determined to storm the breach without delay.
The entrenchment which the Tanjorines intended to throw up be-
fore it, was left unfinished ; for the Coolies quitted the work as soon as
* it was advanced so fhr as to place them in the line of the shot batter-
ing the walls. The part which was finished was nevertheless of some
service, for it commanded the ground over which the English troops
were obliged to march to the attack, and likewise flanked the breach
. itself



